PAGE  
1

League of Women Voters of Texas
TEXAS WATER RESOURCES AS A COMMODITY

CONSENSUS REPORT FORM 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING FORM

Submit only one form per League.
Deadline:  Must be received in LWV-Texas office by December 30, 2011.

May submit by e-mail, fax, or mail:
· E-mail to lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org
· OR Fax to (512) 472-4114
· OR Mail two copies to 
League of Women Voters of Texas



1212 Guadalupe, Suite 107



Austin, TX 78701

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR LEAGUE
League/MAL Unit Name _______________________________________League Number______
Date local board approved form for submission _______________________________________
Person completing form
_________________________________League Title ______________
Day Phone______________________ Email_________________________________________
Number of members participating in consensus _____________________________________

Method(s) used to arrive at concurrence (check all that apply)

_____unit meetings
_____general meeting

_____board meeting

_____polled members via consensus form in VOTER

_____other (please describe)
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING FORM

· Please mark your League’s choice or choices as indicated in each question.  
· Add any additional information, ideas, or concerns that you want to communicate in the Comments lines.

· Have your Board approve your Consensus Report before sending it in.

· Send in your report no later than December 30, 2011.

Questions?
· See the Leaders Guide – about the study, conducting the consensus meeting, and correlation of consensus questions and Facts and Issues 
· Or call Janet Imhoff, Program VP at 972-547-4270, email janimhoff@tx.rr.com 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
CONSENSUS QUESTIONS
1. Texas has a mandate to preserve and conserve the water of the state.  Both groundwater and oil and gas are considered the property of the landowner.  Should water continue to be regulated differently from oil and gas?  Choose one.
a)  Like oil and gas, groundwater in place is private property.  There is no reason to regulate the two differently.
b) While there are some similarities between water and oil and gas, water serves a much different function, and it should be managed for the benefit of the people and the protection of the resource.

Comment:

2. The “Rule of Capture” has been modified by the creation of groundwater conservation districts (GCD’s).  How do you feel about the following issues?  Yes or no.
a) If a water district prevents the owners of underground water from selling as much water as they want, thereby depriving them of income, the landowners should be compensated for loss of potential income.
b) Locally controlled groundwater conservation districts should have the power to

regulate groundwater use in a way that protects landowner water rights from neighboring water withdrawal and to conserve the aquifer.
c) The state should enact laws strengthening the rights and responsibilities of GCD’s in order to improve their ability to defend against lawsuits questioning those rights.
d) Groundwater should be owned and permitted by the state, as is surface water.

Comment:

3. Transfers of water from areas of surplus to areas of scarcity have been discussed.  Which of the following options would best serve Texans? Choose one or more.
a) A state agency with strong enforcement powers should regulate all water transfers to make sure that water resources are not depleted.
b) The state should allow water transfers through an exchange agency that lets price float with the market.  Buyers would determine the successful bidder, not the state.
c) There is no need for the state to regulate water transfers.  Because of the expense and distances involved, localities will solve this problem without interference from the state.
d) The state should only intervene when transfers are in dispute.

Comment:

4. What steps should be taken to ensure that future growth makes the best use of limited water resources?  Choose one or more.
a) Developers should not be allowed to build unless they are able to find enough water for the project.
b) Because requiring permits would limit growth, market forces plus the price of water should determine what gets built.
c) There should be mandatory public interest review of water transfers that considers potential third-party impacts and protects the environment.
d) Water moved to urban areas should not endanger the future economies of rural Texas.

Comment:

5. Should groundwater be regulated differently from surface water or should the same rules apply?  Choose one.
a) Groundwater and surface water are so interrelated that the same rules should apply.
b) Because groundwater is less quantifiable, it should be governed by a different set of regulations and different agencies.

Comment:

6. Given the limited supply and the various needs for water, how would you prioritize the following?  Rank 1-3, with 1 being the highest.
a) The needs of people, including domestic uses and utilities.
b) The needs of the economy including industry, agriculture, and mining.
c) The needs of the environment, including in-stream flows for wildlife and preservation of our natural surroundings.

Comment:

7. Texas has always suffered from periodic droughts, and this pattern will likely continue.  In addition, the population of Texas is projected to nearly double between 2000 and 2060.  What solution do you think is best to handle future water shortages? 
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