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       JANUARY  2008

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE

Barbara Murray
Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a joyous and blessed holiday season.  2008 is starting off with a bang for the League with our January 26th consensus meeting on the LWVUS immigration study. Check out the details found in the Voter article about the meeting. Reaching consensus is one of the distinctive features of how we operate as a League. I hope you can come and take part in this stimulating and important activity.

Our other focus this winter will be conducting several voter registration drives prior to the March primary election. Once we work out the specifics, we will be contacting you with volunteer opportunities. Holding voter registration drives not only provides a great public service, but it is also a wonderful way to remind voters about the upcoming important election – not to mention that it is also great PR for our League.

If I do not see you at the consensus meeting or at one of the voter registration drives, I do want to wish you a happy new year and to thank you for your support of the League – whether it is with your time, your financial support, or by just being a member… all are important. Together we are making democracy work!

CALENDAR

January  2008 


19
LWV-BA Board Meeting, 9:30 am, home of Verva Densmore


25
LWV-BA Voter Deadline



26
LWV-BA Consensus Meeting:  LWVUS Immigration Study, 9:30 am, home of Diane Sheridan

February  2008


19
Early voting begins for March general election


28
LWV-BA Voter deadline



29
Last day of early voting for March general election

LWVUS Immigration Study Consensus

Saturday, January 26
9:30 a.m. – gather and socialize
9:45 – 11:30 a.m. -- discussion
at the home of Diane Sheridan
1107 Live Oak Lane, Kirby Woods, Taylor Lake Village

The Bay Area League of Women Voters joins hundreds of Leagues across the country in discussing whether we have member agreement on immigration policy.  We hope you will join other LWV-BA members on January 26 to take part in this consensus process.

The consensus questions are attached.  If time permits, review them before the meeting.  (Please feel welcome to attend even if you do not have time to read before the meeting.) Helpful background papers and VOTER articles are available at  http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Downloadable_Materials&Template=/TaggedPage/TaggedPageDisplay.cfm&TPLID=150&ContentID=9348
If you are unable to attend the January 26 consensus meeting, you may register your views by answering the attached consensus questions and e-mailing responses by Thursday night, January 24 to DBSheridan@aol.com.  We’ll share your responses as we talk through the consensus questions on January 26.  (You may also mail the form to Diane at 1107 Live Oak Lane, Taylor Lake Village TX 77586.)

After the January meeting, the Bay Area board of directors will tell LWVUS where Bay Area members have or lack agreement on the consensus questions. The national board will analyze the input from Leagues across the country. If agreement is reached, the resulting position will become the basis for advocacy on federal immigration policy.  The Immigration Study is chaired by LWVUS board member Carolie Mullan of Lubbock, a former Texas League president.

Directions:  KirbyWoods is off Kirby Road between NASA Road One and Red Bluff.  From NASA One, turn onto Kirby at the Jack in the Box.  Pass TLV City Hall and the water tower.  Turn right at the KirbyWoods  subdivision sign.  When the short street ends, turn left onto Live Oak;  1107 will be on your left about three-fourths of the way down the block.  There is a red fire hydrant and street light by the driveway.  Questions?  Diane Sheridan  281/326-5253  DBSheridan@aol.com

Volunteer  Opportunities
· Voter registration drives during January and February

· Distribution of LWV-TX Voters Guides to March 4 Primary Elections

CALL ANY  BOARD  MEMBER  TO  VOLUNTEER!

One hour of your time will make a difference to what our League can accomplish in our communities.

LWVTX CONVENTION ‘08

Fort Worth, Texas

Cowtown…Culture…Community

April 4-6 2008

Make your plans now to attend the State Convention in Fort Worth, April 4-6.

We will be staying in the completely renovated Hilton Fort Worth.  Located within walking distance of Sundance Square, Bass Hall, Sid Richardson Museum and downtown shopping.  Go to  www.hilton.com and take a look.
There will be a Pre-Convention Tour of the Fort Worth Stockyards, Friday morning, hosted by Host League Tarrant County.  Leaving the Hilton at 10am and returning by 12:30pm in time for the afternoon workshops.

Go to www.lwvtexas.org and take a look.

Two fabulous back to back workshops offered on Friday afternoon: Advocacy and the Relationship Between the Three Levels of League, conducted by Carolie Mullan (Texas), LWVUS Board member; and a Membership workshop conducted by Cheryl Graeve, LWVUS Senior Director for Membership.

Host League dinner Friday evening: This is the time for our Host, Tarrant County, to shine as they provide an evening of music, good food, door prizes and time for greeting other Leaguers.  This will be preceded by a tour of the Sid Richardson Museum.

Saturday morning we begin our plenary and will hear the Secretary of State Director of Elections, Ann McGeehan, share information on elections in Texas, with time for Q & A.

Saturday Noon: the 11th Environmental Awareness Awards Luncheon:  The EA Awards will be presented Awards presented.

Saturday evening banquet: will be at the Hilton with Keven Ann Willey from the Dallas Morning News as our keynote speaker.

Very special donated items will be auctioned by Ft. Worth’s own Auctioneer, Dan Tribble.

Sunday morning will conclude our Plenary with the announcement of the 2008-2010 LWV-TX Officers and Directors, followed by a Post Convention tour of Fort Worth museums offered by our Host.

During our festivities, special awards will be awarded to local Leagues, a gathering for LL Presidents, and a chance to meet our LWV-TX Program Chairs.  There will be the fabulous Silent Auction available for you to bid from Friday morning until Saturday evening.  

If your League has merchandise that you wish to sell at convention lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org for more information--space will be available and your own cash box is required.  

Please mark your calendar now.  It is important that each League in Texas participate in convention.

SEE YOU IN FORT WORTH!!!!!






