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PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE
Barbara Murray
Where can you find a group of people who think it is fun to discuss the pros and cons of proposed constitutional amendments? Answer: At a League of Women Voter’s discussion meeting, of course! At least that was the case at our September meeting at Diane Sheridan’s home. If you weren’t able to attend, no need to worry. You will receive a Voters Guide in the mail early in October. We will also be distributing hundreds of Voters Guides to area libraries as well as to our contributors. You may download a copy of the Voters Guide by going to the LWV-Texas web site: www.lwvtexas.org. If you want additional background information about the amendments, go to www.tlc.state.tx.us. The election will be held on November 6.

Our active fall continues with our annual membership and finance drives in full swing. I am really looking forward to our next discussion meeting on November 10th – State Mandated Educational Testing. This will be our opportunity to come to consensus on this important state study topic. If last year’s informational meetings are any indication, this meeting will provoke lots of interest and opinions by League members. Mark your calendars now!

For those of you who knew Irene Kochiss, the ceremony to dedicate the park named in her honor will be held in October – probably on October 13th from 1:00 – 3:00. Once the date is confirmed, I will send out an email letting you know the details. Irene was a much beloved League member who was also very active in her neighborhood community association. She was instrumental in establishing this park.

SAVE  THIS  DATE!
Consensus on Mandated State K-12 Testing

Saturday, November 10

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

At the home of Diane Sheridan

1107 Live Oak Lane, Kirby woods, Taylor Lake Village

Details will be provided in the November Bay Area Voter.
Constitutional Amendments Generate Lively Discussion

A group of League members gathered on September 22 to talk about proposed amendments to the Texas Constitution.  There will be 16 propositions on the November 6 ballot, more than the 9 League members had time to talk about that Saturday morning.  Members referred to the state League Voters Guide, which Bay Area members will be receiving soon.  The guide is also available at http://www.lwvtexas.org/PDF%20Files/2007%20CA%20VG.pdf

When more in-depth information was needed, the group turned to two legislative resources: the House Research Organization at www.hro.house.state.tx.us  and the Texas Legislative Council at www.tlc.state.tx.us. 

As members arrived, they selected the amendments they most wanted to cover.  Generating the most discussion were Amendments 4 (below), 8 (home equity loans), 11 (record votes for final passage of bills), and 12 (highway improvement projects). 

 The ballot wording on Amendment 4 was frustratingly vague, calling for issuance of up to $1 billion in general obligation bonds to finance certain improvements, repair and construction projects and the purchase of needed equipment. Members were relieved to know that the enabling legislation spells out specifically where the money would be spent. The projects range from new prisons to repair of the Battleship Texas. 

The group also talked about Amendment 2 (education loans) and Amendment 15 (creating a cancer institute). 

The discussion was not aimed at reaching any agreements on how to vote but rather at becoming better informed about these possible changes to the Texas Constitution.  It may not be hard to decide how to vote on abolishing the constitutional authority for the office of inspector of hides and animals, but many felt even more research was needed to understand the implications of some propositions. 

Renew Your Membership in the League!

Dues payments are arriving daily! Thanks to all who responded quickly to the invitation to renew membership.  Remember to share the extra dues form and guides to elected officials with your friends and family—inviting them to join you as a member of the League of Women Voters. 

Voters Guides Distribution
The Voters Guides to the November 6 Constitutional Amendments election will be distributed to local libraries in Clear Lake, Seabrook, League City, Dickinson, Friendswood, LaPorte and Pearland. In addition, LWV-BA members will take them to city hall offices in Taylor Lake Village, Kemah and Friendswood.   Many thanks to Harriett Engelke, Natalie Ong, Agnes Bourgeois and Louise Peck who have volunteered to help deliver them.  If anyone has time to help with this Voter Service activity, please call Elizabeth Glenn at 281-482-1067

                                          CALENDAR
October  2007


 2
Voters Guides available from LWV-TX for local 


distribution


 9
Last day to register to vote for Nov. 6 Uniform 


Election Day


13
Dedication of Irene Kochis Memorial, 2-4 pm.,


 Heritage Park


22 
Early voting begins for Nov. 6 elections


25
LWV-BA Voter deadline


27
LWV-BA Board meeting

November  2007
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Last day for early voting for Nov. 6 elections


 6
Uniform Election Day – Constitutional Amendments.
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