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  Happy Holidays
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2007- 08 CALENDAR

DECEMBER 2007

DATE


EVENT



TIME


      LOCATION

Monday 3

Immigration Consensus

6:30 pm

      Spring

Wed. 5

Hanukah






      Creek BBQ



      

Tuesday 11

LWV Holiday Party


6:30 pm

      




(See details on page 5)


Tuesday 25

Christmas Day  


JANUARY 2008

Monday 1

New Years Day

Tuesday 8

Irving LWV Board Meeting

11:30 am

Judy S











1802 Puritan

Monday 21

Martin Luther King Day

Monday 28

LWV meeting – The Restructuring
11:30 am

Central




Boards at city hall






Library
FEBRUARY 2008

Saturday 3

First day to file for May elections (School Board & City)



Kick-off LWV Finance Drive

Tuesday 12

League Board Meeting


11:30 am

Spring












Creek
Monday 18

President’s Day








Tuesday 19

Early Voting Begins


(Voter’s Guides available)
1920 LWV formed on this day

Monday 25

LWV Meeting – Mandated 

7 PM


Conf room




Achievement Testing in the Public Schools


Ad building 

March 2008

Tuesday 4

Uniform Election Day

Tuesday 11

League Board Meeting


11:30 am

Spring

Monday 17

Spring Break







Creek
Tuesday 21

Early Bird registration end

Monday 31

LWV Meeting – “Designating and
11:30 am

Central




Designing  Irving Gateways”




Library

APRIL 2008

Friday 4

LWV- TX State Convention





Ft Worth










Hilton Hotel
Tuesday 8

LWV Board Meeting


11:30 am

Spring













Creek
Thursday 10

Last day to register to vote in May School Board & City  elections



Earth Day  


Candidates Forum



TBA


TBA

Monday 28

Early Voting Begins 

MAY 2008

Tuesday

Early Voting Ends

Tuesday 10

Uniform Election Day




Tuesday 13

LWV Board Meeting


11:30 am

Spring












Creek
Saturday 17

Annual Convention


TBA


TBA

Monday 26

Memorial Day  
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	LWV PROGRAM



	BE PART OF HISTORY

We have now reached the member agreement phase of the LWVUS Immigration Study, the time when Leagues prepare to take consensus. Grassroots agreement on positions is one of the League’s greatest strengths. Preparing for and taking consensus is hard work, but worthwhile. The resulting position will allow the organization to affect national policy for years to come, just as we have been doing in other areas for 87 years – it’s part of the organization’s history. 


WHAT IS CONSENSUS

Webster Defines Consensus as “Agreement on matters of opinion.”  For the League of Women Voters, consensus has a far broader meaning.

In the League parlance, it means agreement among a substantial number of a representative group of members (not just a simple majority) reached after sustained study and group discussion.
Consensus is a prerequisite to the League’s taking any action on national, state, or local government issues.  Consensus also determines what action, if any, is to be taken on the item under consideration.  No action is taken where there is a lack of agreement, and although this may at times be a disappointment to some members, it is essential that when a League position is announced, it means that members are not only informed but are in basic agreement.

League members are expected to examine all sides of and issue.  The sources of information must be weighted; various factors considered and facts established before opinions are formed. Minority opinions should be listened to with open minds and be included in reports to the board.

Every member should be encouraged to participate; the discussion leader should seek to draw out opinions rather than to express them.  When reaction to specific aspects of the item presented is indicated, specific questions may be asked of the membership and the answers reported to the board.  The Board should also be informed about the tenor of the meeting:  For example, was there enthusiastic approval; much opposition, doubt, and uncertainty; or hesitation to come to a conclusion?

Once the board evaluated the thinking of its members and finds sufficient areas of agreement, the League “has a position” on the item under consideration.  A substantial and representative number of its members now approve or disapprove certain policies and any want to take action.  The general membership is informed at League meetings and through League newsletters.  The National League reports consensus on national issues; the state League reports consensus on state issues and the local League on local Issues.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2007

Spring Creek BBQ – 6:30 PM

WEIGHT IN ON HOW YOU FEEL ABOUT THE IMMIGRATION ISSUE 


BY 

ATTENDING AND PARTICIPATING IN LEAGUE CONSENSES

Get Ready for Consensus! 



To Review

Legal Rights of Resident and Undocumented Aliens 

Definitions provided by Harry Jo

during a meeting sponsored by City of Irving, Mayor’s Human Relations Advisory Committee and Greater Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce.
LEGAL RESIDENT ALIENS

Anyone who is not a citizen of the U.S. and who is authorized to remain in this country

· Lawful Permanent Resident Aliens

· Temporary Non-Immigrants

· Asylees and Refugees

· Unlawful Aliens with Deferred Action Status
UNDOCUMEMTED ALIEN

Anyone who is not a citizen of the United States and who is not authorized to enter and remain legally in the United States.
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FEDERAL GOVERNING AUTHORITIES

· U.S. Department of Homeland Security

-     U.S. Citizenship and Immigration

          Services

· U.S Customs and Border Patrol

· U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement

      .  U.S. Department of State 

· Consulate Generals

· Immigrant Visa Issuance

· Non-Immigration Visa Issuance

             .  U.S. Department of Justice

· Immigration Courts

· Board of Immigration Appeals

CONSTITUIONAL PROTECTIONS


.  Fifth Amendment

· No “Person” shall be deprived of life, liberty, or properly without due process of law.

             .  Fourteenth Amendment

· No “Person” shall be denied the

      equal protection of the laws.

STATUTORY PROTECTIONS

             .  Civil Rights Act


       -    Prohibits discrimination against

      persons, including aliens and

      secures their persons and property.

 -   Actionable under 42 USC 1981 &

     1983

RIGHTS OF LEGAL RESIDENT ALIENS

        .  The Constitution and Federal Laws 

                  protects aliens lawfully present in the

     U.S. from arbitrary Federal and State

     laws.

· For IPRA, to Remain Indefinitely 

· To Reside Wherever in the U.S.

· To Earn a Livelihood

· To Own Property

· To Bring Suits

· To Seek Naturalization and Public

Benefits

LIMITED RIGHTS FOR UNDOCUMENTED

     .  The Constitution and Federal laws grant

            very limited rights to undocumented 

            aliens that are within the U.S.

· No legal right to pursue

Employment 

-     No legal right to remain and reside  

LEGAL RIGHTS OF UNDOCUMENTED

           .  They do have the following rights: 

· Equal Protection and Due Process 

      of Law

· Attending public schools

· Ownership of property
· Access to courts, to bring suit
· Rights and Protections under Federal laws
RIGHT OF ARRESTED AND DETAINED ALIENS

· To Remain Silent

-     To Speak to and Hire an Attorney

· To Contact a Family Member

· To Contact their Consulate

· To Notice the Charges

· To Seek Release Upon Posting of 

              Bond

·  To Seek a Hearing in Immigration

  Court

DO’S IF ARRESTED OR DETAINED

· Do remain calm
· Do contact an attorney or immediate family member
· Do remain silent and ask for an attorney
· Do ask for and write down name and phone number of ICE officer
· Do ask for copy of Notice to Appear
· Do ask for release on Bond
· Do ask for a hearing before the Immigration judge.
DON’T IF ARRESTED OR DETAINED

· Do not speak without the presence of an attorney
· Do not provide name, date and place of birth and manner unless you first speak to an attorney
· Do not sign any document waiving any right unless you first speak to an attorney
· Do not waive right to a hearing unless you first speak to an attorney
LOCAL REGULATION OF 

  IMMIGRATION


    .  Subject to Pre-emption Challenges 

       in Federal Courts under De Canas v. 

       Bica: 

· Constitutional Preemption
  ( Farmers Branch ordinance
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     requiring landlords to verify

            immigration status of renters

            held unlawful as an attempt to

            regulate immigration

               .  Preemption Challengers

· Field Preemption

· Where Congress has already

Exercised comprehensive control over the sugbject matter through legislation

· See Ros v. Prince William Country,

      et al, Case # 1:07-cv-01009JCC- 

     TRJ, U.S. District Court Eastern

     District of Va.  (Alexandria)  

     challenge to Country Board of

     Supervisors’ resolution ordering all

     county police officers to investigate

     and enforce Federal civil

     immigration laws.

-   Conflict Preemption 

· Burdens or Conflicts with a Treaty or Federal law

· Impedes any Federal Objective as it relates to immigration, e.g. creates new requirement for certain classes of immigrants.


IMMIGRATION

May 19, 2007 – LWV Local Convention

Meeting Recorder – Genie Mitchell

Guest speaker Dr. Bernard Weinstein, Director for Economic Development and Research, at UNT, Denton, Texas spoke to League members and guest about “Economic Aspects of Immigration.”  He provided many statistics showing that legal and illegal immigrants are a reality that countries throughout the world are facing and fighting in an effort to control their borders and to choose who to allow or not allow in their country.  Of the 10 million to 15 million immigrants in Texas, two-thirds are children.

Monday, August 20, 2007

Submitted by Jan Killen – Meeting recorder

The League met to discuss diversity, inclusion and motivation of immigrates to the U.S. This is second of a series of meetings devoted to this complicated study.  The national League of Women Voters is providing information and directing the process for local Leagues throughout the U.S. 

During the meeting we learned that economic hardships, religious persecution and political oppression have been traditional motives for migrations to the U.S. In 2004, one out of seven of the population was born elsewhere; in 1994 only one out of ten came from other countries. The manner of assimilation of previous waves of immigrants came from personal experience. League members related some experiences of total immersion as second and third generation migrants Some believe the success of European, Hispanic and Oriental populations of the past was due to total immersion in the language and lifestyle of their hosts.  And over a period of time, the hosts accepted the changes to their neighborhoods, churches, businesses and governments.   
September 24, 2007

Economic Issues of Immigration.
Jan Killen – Meeting Recorder

Highlights of this immigration meeting were as follows:  The economic push factors of the poverty which drives workers to come to the US is to support families, along with the pull factors expressed by American employers experiencing a deduced workforce.  Many agreed that some need for immigrant labor would probably remain, in the lower-paying unskilled jobs as well as some highly skilled jobs, often filled with the H1B Visas, which are usually filled by March of each year.  Graduate students can get a one-year position with an Opportunity to Work (OTW) permit, but risk being in the U.S. without non-authorization it they don’t get a permanent position with a company, they have to leave, or risk being in trouble in the future.  

Handouts from the Greater Irving-Las Colinas Chamber of Commerce and recaps of the Irving League’s annual meeting address of May 19th contained references to a net macroeconomic benefit to the country as a whole from immigrants.  However, a LWV-US brief stated that cost and benefits are not necessarily evenly allocated locally jin education and healthcare or offset by local tax revenue.  There were several success stories of macro-lending, such as the Grameen Foundation, aiding women entrepreneurs and others in developing countries, which promotes self-sufficiency and reduces some of the need for immigration.

Point were made that there is a need for balance in the number of immigrants coming in to the United States with the number of emigrants which is currently around 250,000 per year leaving the U.S.  And with a stable replacement birth rate, the country could maintain a sustainable carrying capacity rather 
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than continue to increase beyond its 300 million people, thus making it easier to tackle environmental and societal problems. 

Human rights concerns were mentioned by several in the audience, namely situation where the illegal immigrant is frequently forced into hardships or trafficking, since they cannot complain or leave, for fear of being turned in.  Abuse of women and children worldwide has grown greatly.

October 15, 2007 - Policy and Legal Issues of Immigration.

This meeting covered such subjects as border enforcement, family reunification and diversity policies, Federal Immigration Policy, Enforcement Issues and proposed reforms.     

Did you miss the Immigration meetings? Check this out..   
LWVUS Immigration Study Immigration Study News All eight LWVUS Immigration Study committee background papers are now on the LWVUS web site, covering subjects such as impact on the U.S. economy, enforcement issues, motivation and global interdependence as well as an overview of current Federal immigration policy.

PREVIEW OF IMMIGRATION CONSENSUS QUESTIONS

These questions are for discussion only and will not be accepted as a response to the consensus process

1. Federal immigration laws should take into consideration criteria such as the following (Will give you choices based on high priority, lower priority, disagree and no consensus on A-K questions)

2. Unauthorized immigrants currently in the U.S. should be treated as follows: (again choices)

3. Federal immigration law should provide an efficient, expeditious system (with minimal or no backlogs) for legal entry into the U.S. for immigrants who are (you are asked to rate each section of this question)

4. a.  In order to deal more effectively with unauthorized immigrants, Federal immigration law should include: (Again rate by priorities) 4 b.  Federal immigration law dealing with unauthorized immigrants should be enforced by including: (rate one-8)

5. Federal immigration law should address and balance the long-term federal financial benefit from immigrants with the financial cost borne by states and local government with large immigrant population.

6. Federal immigration law should be coordinated with U.S foreign policy to pro-actively help improve economies, education and job opportunities, and living conditions of nations with large emigrating populations. 

You will also have an opportunity to add your brief comments.  

MALs and the LWVUS Immigration Study -  Janet Imhoff (Plano/Collin Co.), Citizen Education VP
Most Leagues in Texas are participating in the Immigration consensus, due February 1.  But our 126 members-at-large (MALS) would not have input.  The LWVUS is offering MALS from around the country the opportunity to participate in this consensus.  All the study materials, including eight background papers, background information and discussion questions, and the consensus questions are available on the LWVUS website, www.lwv.org.   

MALS in Texas are invited to participate as a group.  Simply read the material, fill out the consensus question form and mail or email it to the state office, 1212 Guadalupe, #107, Austin, TX 78701, or lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org by January 2.   The State Board will collate the forms to develop a “Texas MAL consensus” and forward it to the LWVUS.  We hope you will participate and let your voices be heard on this important issue.

TAKE PART IN A STATE PROGRAM PLANNING BY SHARING YOUR IDEAS WITH LWV/TX

The documents are available on the LWV-TX website, www.lwvtexas.org in the Members section (password “lonestar”) under “Program.”  A Guide to State Program gives information on the process and the “how-to,” and the State Program Planning Report Form is the official document that must be completed and submitted to the State office by January 4, 2008.  To Review the League’s current program positions, consult We Support or Program Perspective 2005-08, 

Both available in the Members section under “Publications.”
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League/TCADP Mental Illness and Death Penalty Campaign - Gloria Sasser (San Marcos Area), Capital Punishment Program chair
The Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty (TCADP) is conducting a campaign to educate the public about mental illness and the death penalty.  They have contacted LWV-TX and the state board voted to participate with this campaign. LWV-TX’s position on mental illness and the death penalty calls for the prohibition on executing the mentally ill.    

The state has executed 20 individuals who were diagnosed with paranoid schizophrenia, bipolar disorder and/or other severe mental illness, and Texas ranks 47 th in per capita spending on mental health care, according to the National Mental Health Alliance.  The American Bar Association’s (ABA) Task Force on Mental Disability and the Death Penalty called for the prohibition of execution of persons with mental disabilities or disorders in 2006.  

The TCADP has assembled a packet which contains a resource guide, a DVD titled “Executing the Insane: The Case of Scott Panetti,” other death penalty case histories involving mental illness, the ABA task force recommendations, talking points and postcards calling for the prohibition of the execution of the mentally ill and increased funding of the mental health care system.  

If you are interested in receiving a packet, contact ct TCADP at info@tcadp.org or 512-441-1808.   

Holiday Party

Mark your calendar (Tuesday, December 11 at 6:30 pm), bring an ornament for our generous hostess, your favorite holiday dish, and RSVP. To Ann Ouzts at (972) 910-9109 or dmouzts@tx.rr.com   It is important Ann is aware you are coming for she lives in a gated community and the guard is armed.  


 

Mona Wyatt and Jan Killen spoke to Professor Bach’s government class at Northlake about The League of Women Voters and voting.  Carol Bell needs a new address since she spends so much time at the Library raising money for books, working on inventory and does she dust too?  In September Kitty Boyle completed her year as Chair of the National organization for Community College Trustees (ACCT), in October she and John hosted John’s high school class at their home. In November she had an emergency appendectomy which was followed by a massive infection.  She also added that the ACCT and the trustees of TEXAS joined together and were successful in reinstating the $154 million that Gov. Perry line item vetoed of community college funds.  Members Lely White, Eileen Kensinger, Jan Killen, Norma Stanton, Carole Shlipak, Helen Chaplin Jill Martinez and Judy Smith attended the Mayor's Advisory Committee of Human Relations regarding the immigration issue in Irving. Lely also attended a meeting of the Nepalese Society of Texas in Irving. She was introduced to the audience who and shared that she is a member of the Irving League and encouraged them to registered to vote and handed out voter registration cards.  Jan Killen and some of her neighbors in Towne Lake have been concerned about increased speeding traffic and accidents at the intersection of Conflans and Olde Towne.  With that in mind, she prepared a 10-year history of incidents, and delivered it to City Hall, along with requests for a traffic signal and better signage at our corner.  Advocacy in Action! Mona Wyatt stays busy performing her duties as treasurer of the Irving Garden and Arts Club and acting with various theater groups. Irene Jackson has semi-retired from her law practice so she could attend seminary, keeps busy with her studies, attending classes, and doing a little bit of legal work when she has time. She especially enjoyed facilitating several interfaith dialogue sessions between some Perkins students and several people belonging to the DFW Hindu temple here in Irving.  Genie Mitchell is enjoying her ceramics class and recently participated in installing a fun exhibit at Mountain View College.  Judy Smith has two new bathrooms (The Freda, the guest bathroom is named after the artist Frida Kahlo and the master bath, ODAHINGUM the Cheyenne name for rippling water.") after waiting a very long time for the remodeling to be completed.

2007 Fall/Winter Voter                                                           Page 5

 

Fall & Winter Birthdays

Sept. 21 – Eileen Kensinger,

Sept. 24 – Estelle Odell

Oct. 13 – Mary Oberlin

Oct. 18 – Betty Miller and Rachel Morgan

Oct. 24 – Helen Schilling 

Nov. 6  -  Carole Shlipak

Nov. 7 -   Cynthia Faust

Nov. 8 –  Janice Carroll

Nov. 10 – Carol Bell

Nov. 11 – Genevieve Ramos

Dec. 13 – Anne Pfaff

Please send your Birthday date if you have not done so to Judy Smith at Philudy@tx.rr.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

JOIN THE LEAGUE!

Sometimes we are so busy enjoying the benefits of an organization like the League that we get comfortable.  We can lose sight of the value of sharing it with others and acting to make sure it continues.  If there were another group that filled the role of the League of Women Voters and didn’t need too much of my time, I would seriously consider joining it.  BUT, I have not found an organization that has such nonpartisanship and balanced study and action as its mission, along with interfacing with bright, dedicated women and men.  No, you don’t have to agree with every position of the LWV, no more than you might agree with every position of a political party you vote with.   
 

However, the LWV cannot run on autopilot, nor can our democracy.  We need more members who can give more attention to our very important work, especially with an important election year ahead.  

REFER SOMEONE TO THE LEAGUE!

Please reach out and let others know about us and invite them to visit, consider joining and becoming at least a little involved.  Schedule Jan or someone on our board to speak to a group to which you belong.  One membership chairperson alone cannot make enough happen. 

 The rewards are terrific!   (For information or member referrals, call Jan Killen at (972) 790-0696.)
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