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LWVUS President Visits Texas

Mary G. Wilson, the Leagues
national president, was in Texas
March 19-21. While in Austin,

she made calls with Advocacy
Vice President Mary Finch and
President Karen Nicholson. They
saw Rep. Rafael Anchia, Rep. Todd
Smith (Chair of the House Elec-
tions Committee), and the Chief of
Sta for House Speaker Joe Straus
on the voter ID bills. The League
opposes additional requirements
for registered voters that might be
a deterrent to voting. The Sen-

ate bill, which passed the Senate
handily, is likely to be signi cantly
di erentwhen it comes out of the
House Elections Committee.

Surveys show that the public sup-

ron Jawed Angels

ports some additional identi cation
requirements to prevent voter fraud.
However, when speci ¢ examples

of people who would have a hard
time coming up with the additional
identi cation are presented, sup-
port wanes. Consider the grand-
mother who lives with her son and
daughter-in-law, doesn t drive, and
receives no bills pm -
in her name at 1
that address.
While opposed
to voter fraud,
the League
notes that the
ID require-
ments would
do little, if

Linda Wassenich, Dallas, PR VP

ITON

jJaw:

Members and guests who came
to League Lobby Day were treated
to a showing on the big screen of
Iron Jawed Angels at the Thomp-
son Center on the UT-Austin cam-
pus the night before Lobby Day,

D ANGELS

and to celebrate
Womens History
Month. Close

to 100 people,
including League
members, col-
lege students,
and community
people, saw this
inspiring Im about the su rag-
ists e orts to win the right to vote
for women. To commemorate In-
ternational Womens Day a video
produced by Oxfam America

Sprlng 2009

anything, to prevent fraud in mail-
in ballots, which is where fraud is
more likely to occur.

While in Texas, President Wilson

met with local League members
in the Austin and Dallas areas at
receptions that were hosted by

these two local Leagues.

(left to right) Karen Nicholson, Mary Wilson, Anita Privett,
Mary Finch, Rep. Donna Howard

highlighting global warming and
itse ect on women was also part
of the program.

Sponsorships were critical to
LWV-TX being able to show this

Im. Thanks go to our corporate
sponsors: Randall s/Tom Thumb/
Safeway, Texas Nurses Associa-
tion, AT&T, Greater Texas Water
Company, and H-E-B. Several
League members and others also
contributed to make this event an
e ective fundraiser/membership
drive.
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Democracy is never a thing
done. Demacracy is always
something that a nation
must be doing. | m quoting
Archibald MacLeish. The
¥ League, indeed, is doing.

“® We are working especially
hard during this legisla-

8 tive session. Advocacy VP
Mary Finch, the Program
Chairs, and the Capitol Corps are doing a magni -
cent job. Spring elections mean local Leagues are
doing forums and Voters Guides. We will soon be
doing Regional Workshops across the state so that
you can have more information about everything
youre doing in your local Leagues. Members of
the League of Women Voters seem never to sleep.
We are always doing something! | am very proud
to be a member of the League of Women Voters
and all the things we are doing to make democracy
work. Keep doing all that you do, because we (and
democracy) are never done. | thank you for that.

Farn.

Three Local League Leaders have been recently recog-

nized on the Local League Leaders Sustainers Plaque.
The Lubbock League honored Glenna Burns and Ann

Burbridge; Pat Vaughan of Dallas was honored by Linda
Wassenich. These three have held numerous positions
with their local Leagues over the course of many years.
The Sustainers Plagques are displayed at the state o ce

and also brought to each biennial state convention.

Get yours while supplies last! Co ee mugs with logos for the
League and for the Year of the Voter in red and blue, book
clip lights, and red heart-shaped tree ornaments with LWV on
one side are now being sold for $5 each, plus shipping and
handling. These items make great gifts for outgoing board
members, speakers, birthdays, and more. Check the website,
www.lwvtexas.org, to see pictures and place your order.

save the date

LWV-Texas Convention

San Marcos, TX

You can honor one of your own for a donation of $200

to LWV-TX or LWV-TEF. With the end of a League year
approaching, this designation is a great way to honor an
outgoing president, board member, or someone who has
just been there, done that and is still doing it! An extra
bene tthis year is that donations to place a name on one
of the Sustainers Plaques counts toward the challenge
grant described in another article in this VOTER.
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We scheduled three topics for Lobby Day: redistricting,
county authority and moratorium on the death penalty.
A fourth was added, voter ID, after it was apparent that
the Senate was planning to pass Rep. Fraser s SB362 bill.

The Senate had voted the week before to change their
2/5th rule to 3/5th on the voter ID issue only. The Senate
Committee of the Whole did meet the following week
March 17, through the night, nally voting and passing
the bill on Wednesday. It was an exciting time to be advo-
cating in the Capitol.

Local Leagues from all over the state were in attendance.
The state 0 ce had prepared 80
folders with handouts. These were
gone before the meeting started.
Fortunately, the 0 ce is two blocks
away and more copies appeared.
We had at least ten non-League
attendees. The Capitol Committee
room was almost lled to capacity.

The handouts on Lobby day
included a sheet on how to lobby
in person and Advocacy Papers on
redistricting, county authority, and
moratorium on the death penalty.
Talking Points were distributed on
these issues and voter ID.

Senator Wentworth talked to us about his redistricting
bill SB315 and the history of redistricting in Texas since
the 1960s. It was an interesting and informative talk. He
told us that his mother had been a League member for
years. At the conclusion of his remarks, Elaine Talarski
covered her Talking Points on redistricting so we would
all know what to say to our legislators about voting for
Senator Wentworths bill.

Karen Rankin told us why counties need more authority.
Representative Rose dropped in and spoke to us for a few
minutes. He told us that Karen had been instrumental

in getting this subject as a number one item on many
county agendas; he spoke very highly of the work she
has done on this issue. Neighborhoods are being built

in county areas surrounding our large urban cities. This

is a very important issue to counties experiencing rapid
growth without the authority to meet the challenges of

growth and development.

The League of Women Voters of Texas supports a morato-
rium on the death penalty because as it is administered
in Texas today it is inherently awed. Marj Loehlin talked
about the many errors in death penalty convictions in
Texas. Statistics of incorrect convictions are hard to
ignore. The League of Women Voters of Texas is support-
ing several bills calling for a moratorium on the death
penalty and a commission to study the issue.

Anita Privett, who after waiting for 24 hours testi ed
against the Senate voter ID bill for the League, discussed
the Talking Points for opposing voter
ID. In advocating against this bill, we
have heard from several legislators
in both parties that this bill is about
politics not policy. In addition
to opposing the barriers imposed
by voter ID, the League is oppos-
ing onerous voter ID bills for policy
reasons. The legislature has many
critical issues to resolve this session
and does not need to be sidetracked
by this non issue.

We nished up our lively 2009 Lobby
Day session at noon. After lunch

in the Capitol cafeteria, our mem-
bers met with their legislators in

the afternoon. This is one of the few times local League
members can lobby their state legislators in the name of
the League. We kept running across one another in the
halls as we moved from o cetoo ce.Everyone seemed
to be having a great time. If you were not here this year,
make plans to come to the next Lobby Day in two years.

In the meantime, you can follow the Leagues activities
this session by reading the Legislative Newsletter, sent to
all our members with email addresses. If you are not re-
ceiving it, please be sure your local membership person
has your correct email address. You can also read Testi-
mony and Advocacy Papers (click on Press & Public and
then on Advocacy ) on the state League website: www.
Iwvtexas.org We are following many important issues at
the Capitol.






