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San Marcos, Texas 
April 23-25

Make your plans to come to Con-
vention at the Embassy Suites Hotel, 
Spa, and Conference Center in San 
Marcos, gateway to the Hill Country.  
The hotel is barely a year old and 
will be a great location for our gath-
ering.

Visit the Embassy Suites website at 
www.sanmarcosembassysuites.com

Convention events

Friday

A special trip to Jacob�s Well, a nat-
ural spring, is being o�ered by the 
Wimberley Valley MAL on Friday 
morning.  More details will be on 
our website at www.lwvtexas.org 
and in future emails.

The state board is o�ering four 
workshops on Friday afternoon:

    Presidents	
    Membership/Diversity
    Program
    Website

Delegates will be able to choose 
two workshops to attend.  More in-
formation will be available later.

On Friday evening, the San Marcos 
League is o�ering a trip to the Wit-
tli� Collections on the campus of 
Texas State University.  There will be 
time to browse among the impres-

sive exhibits, followed by dinner 
and entertainment.

Go online and �nd out more about 
Jacob�s Well 
www.visitwimberley.com/water/in-
dex.php

and The Wittli� Collections
www.thewittliffcollections.txstate.
edu/

Saturday

On Saturday we will hold our �rst 
Plenary and be treated to a visit by 
LWVUS President Mary Wilson, who 
will be our featured speaker.

Our Environmental Awards Lun-
cheon at noon on Saturday will be 
an opportunity to meet the winners 
of our EAA Awards and to hear an 
excellent speaker.

On Saturday evening we will honor 
one of our own with a lighthearted 
�roast� and tribute, and we will again 
have our popular live auction.  We�ll 
also be wishing ourselves a Happy 
90th Birthday, and there will be 
cake!  

Sunday

On Sunday morning, Convention 
attendees will have an opportunity 
to get their breakfast and visit with 
members of the state board for con-
versation and exchange of ideas.  
Breakfast will be followed by our 

second Plenary, after which Con-
vention will adjourn.

In addition to the events above, 
we will also be honoring the local 
Leagues who have been in existence 
for 50 years or more � our �Golden 
Oldies.�

Convention is a time to renew old ac-
quaintances and make new friends, 
to elect a new state board, to make 
important program decisions, to 
caucus and converse.  We are trying 
to make sure there is some �down-
time� so that you can visit the outlet 
malls!

Auction!

We are planning a great silent auc-
tion at this convention, and we�re 
asking Leagues to bring a Bid Basket 
of goodies from their area to be auc-
tioned o�.  The League whose basket 
brings the highest price will get half 
that money back.  Be creative!  Our 
Auction Chair this year is Susybelle 
Gosslee, so contact her at sgosslee@
airmail.net to let her know what you 
will bring for the auction, or if you 
have questions.

Go to our website to �nd the Regis-
tration Form and more information 
about special events at the Conven-
tion.  See you in San Marcos April 
23-25, 2010.  We need every League 
to be represented!                

Convention 2010 - Let�s Celebrate Our 90th Birthday!                                   
                                                                       Joyce Robinson, Sherman, Convention Chair
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The San Marcos Area League and your state board is working very hard to make our conven-
tion an outstanding one.  The venue is one with which I think you�ll be very impressed.  Our 
national president, Mary Wilson, is joining us.  We are planning workshops on topics you�ve 
requested and a Saturday evening event that will be fun and di�erent.  You can shop at the 
auction - or go to the outlet mall nearby.  Joyce has given you more even more information 
in her article about Convention.   What I expect you will enjoy the most, though, is what we 
always hear in the evaluations after each Convention - just meeting with other Leaguers from 
around the state.  Networking, visiting, comparing notes, picking brains, getting new ideas 
- that�s what convention goers seem to enjoy the most, and there will be ample time to do all 
that.   See you at Convention! 

President�s Podium                                                                                                        
              									            Karen Nicholson, President, Midland
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Around the State                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                             Barbara Downey, Dallas
As part of their two-year study on water resources in the 
Texas Panhandle and the outlook for their future viabil-
ity, the Amarillo League sponsored a program with the 
local library on the �Ethics of Water Use,� featuring Darryl 
Birken�eld, Director of the Ogallala Commons, a nonpro�t 
community resource network for the region overlying the 
vast High Plains-Ogallala Aquifer.

In order to make their contribution to our grassroots orga-
nization, Plano/Collin County League dedicated a meet-
ing to state and national League planning and invited 
State Representative Jodie Laudenberg to outline crucial 
issues confronting the county and state.  They provided 
access to online reference documents in advance and had 
summaries available at the meeting.

The Bay Area League had kudos and a home-baked 
goodie for the member who rose to the �Dough for Dough� 
challenge with the submission of names of 40-50 poten-
tial members and donors.  All were sent membership and 
general information about the League.  What a great idea 
to help grow and fund your local League.

Do Smith County schools give their students su�cient 
training in how government functions and how to be 
good citizens? These vital questions prompted members 
to propose and the LWV-Tyler/Smith County Board to 
recommend a study to �nd the answers.  Their analysis 
will entail developing a set of key elements necessary for 
an adequate civic education, followed by an examination 
of the current curricula to determine how well they meet 
these criteria.  

At recent meetings, LWV-Corpus Christi members 
received updates and information on the Corpus Christi 
Regional Transportation Authority from Chief Executive 
O�cer Ed Carrion and Board Chair Crystal Lyons.  Ms. Ly-
ons, who was their local League President approximately 
10 years ago, gave tremendous credit to the local League 
for participation in a study and consensus of what was 
needed by RTA to serve the citizens of the city. 

LWV-El Paso at the corner of Texas and Old Mexico is 
focusing on three issues this program year:  Services for 
Mentally Ill Children, Domestic Violence and Preservation 
of Castner Range at Fort Bliss, a U.S. Army property con-
tiguous with Franklin Mountains State Park. As a member 
of the Franklin Mountains Wilderness Park Coalition, they 
hope to see the Range become a part of the State Park.

Homelessness in Denton was the subject of a recent LWV-
Denton meeting.  Speakers included representatives 
from HOPE, Inc., the Salvation Army, and the Immaculate 
Conception Church�s Outreach Committee.  �Welcome 
Baskets� are a practical way to help families moving from 
shelters to apartments with cleaning and laundry supplies 
and equipment such as mops and brooms.   

LWV-Tarrant County �nds its new website a very popu-
lar place for Election Day information, but not yet popular 
enough with its own members.  Only 48 of 144 members 
have joined the website.  This members�only option pro-
vides better in-League communication as well as individ-
ual pro�les and even photos of members and assures that 
contact information is available only to members.




