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The synergy created by the state and local
Leagues voter outreach resulted in the
highest number of printed and down-
loaded Voters Guides ever. An astound-

ing 640,000 Voters Guides in English and
21,500 in Spanish were distributed through
newspapers and League printed ver-

sions. Libraries in areas not served by local
Leagues received 13,400 in English and
6,650 in Spanish. The LWV-TX website re-
ceived 1,588,427 hits, and the Voters Guide
was downloaded 145,596 times between
September and November 200 8 bringing
the total to around 795,000 Voters Guides.

the state o ce from

were important enough
that the LWVUS Voters
Guide should be a part of the LWV-TX Voters
Guide. There will be ongoing discussion
about the inclusion of presidential infor-
mation in future Texas Voters Guides.

Many local Leagues distributed Voters
Guides to local libraries, colleges, universi-
ties and, community centers and their local
League websites.

Some controversy was generated because
the candidates meeting the criteria for
inclusion in the LWVUS Presidential Voters

Guide did not match the
candidates on the ballot in
Texas. Speci cally Libertar-
ian Bob Barr did not meet
the LWVUS criteria, while
Texas write-in candidate
Ralph Nader did. Unfortu-
nately the LWVUS Voters
Guide guidleines prevented

amending the candidates.
The State Board decided
that the responses from

Many candidates forums were sponsored
by local Leagues. The only statewide

Raul Salazar, LWV-TX Executive Director shamelessly plugs the Voters
the major party candidates Guide at an Austin City Council meeting alongside Frances McIntyre, LWV-

Austin Area and Mayor Will Wynn

debate involving the League was the U. S.
Senatorial debate planned and cospon-
sored by LWV-Houston Area and Houston
PBS. Texas PBS stations broadcasted and
replayed the debate further increasing the
voter outreach statewide. LWV-TX Educa-
tion Fund and AARP also sponsored the de-
bate through a generous grant from AARP.

League Lobby Day and Statewide Conference

Mark your calendars for the
next important League event,
March 9, 2009! Lobby Day

is held in Austin during each
Legislative session to give our
members an opportunity to
hear more about our legisla-
tive priorities and to meet
and lobby their senators and
representatives.

Our Bylaws also allow for a Statewide Con-

ference to give guidance to the state board on program
and methods of work, and may change the program upon
recommendation of the state board or a local league. (Article VIII)
The time has come to put this rarely used procedure into maotion,
in conjunction with Lobby Day.

Two of our program positions are in need of minor changes so
that we may lobby more e ectively, but these changes can only
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be made by a vote of our members since we are a grassroots
organization. The changes are needed in the areas of Judicial
Selection and Child Abuse and Neglect. The statewide conference
will be open to all League members, although only two members
from each League may vote on the items.

A formal call to Statewide Conference with full information on the
issues will be sent to each local League President and Member-
at-Large Unit Chair in January. We must have a majority of local
Leagues in attendance to have a quorum to conduct business.
Plan to come to be part of the deliberations. We need the input of
our membership in these important decisions.
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President s Message

Karen Nicholson, President, Midland

What an election! There
was more participation,
particularly by young and
minority voters, than ever
before. Where do we go
from here?

| participated in a
conference call with
LWVUS president Mary
Wilson and several state
presidents to discuss that
very subject: how can we
bottle that enthusiasm? The essence of the conversa-
tion was that we need to build on that renewed interest
in voting by those usually underrepresented groups

by reaching out to them--and to all voters. We need to
stress not just the importance of voting, but also the
important life long process of civic participation.

As we continue to gather information about the elec-
tion what happened and why? lets use the informa-
tion to develop some plans for where we go from here.
How can the League of Women Voters continue to
encourage people to vote and also to give them the
information they need to make an informed vote and
to participate in other aspects of the political pro-
cess? Talk about where we go from here in your local
Leagues. Share your good ideas with each other and
with us on the State Board. We look forward to hearing
your suggestions about bottling the enthusiasm!

Harn

Golden Oldies-Leagues 50+

2009 Texas State Legislative Session

Elaine Talarski, LWV Director, San Antonio

On November 4, 2008, the voters elected all of the state House of Representative
and half of the state Senators. Elected o cials to the legislature do not formally
take o ce until January 13, 2009, when the session begins and elected o cials are
sworn in.

Most members will be at home in their districts until the Legislative session begins
in January. Take advantage of that time period to get acquainted face-to-face with
your Representative and Senator and learn what issues they are think important.

Early ling for the 81st Legislature begins November 10, 2008, but the bills are not
technically led until the session begins in January 2009. Early ling does give a bill
a jump start by going through the Legislative Council for legal review and being
assigned a bill number. These bills also head to committee and hearings earlier.

Some dates to follow for the 81st Legislative session are:

November 10, 2008 pre ling of legislation for the 81st Legislature begins.
January 13, 2009 formal swearing of elected legislators and the 81st Texas Legis-
lature
convenes. During the month of January the business of the legislative session is
largely ceremony. Legislative committee appointments are in process.

January 31, 2009 appointment of Committee Members is usually completed.
March 13, 20009 last day for ling bills or resolutions that are not local or gover-
nor-declared emergency bills.

June 1, 2009 Legislative session ends.

June 21, 2009 deadline for governor to sign or veto a bill.

August 31, 2009 most bills passed by the Legislature and signed by the Governor
become law.

Each League member is encouraged to participate.Your voice can make adi er-
ence. Your response to action alerts is vital for the League s advocacy e orts. For
current information regarding LWV-TX legislative activities contact Mary Finch,
Advocacy Vice President. For a speci ¢ program question contact the assigned pro-
gram chair tracking that issue. You can also track legislative activity on line through
the o cial website, Texas Legislature Online, at www.capitol.state.tx.us

Joyce Robinson, Sherman, SLL Committee

We still plan to recognize our Leagues that will be 50 years old by the 2010 Convention, so let us know if yours is one of
those! In the meantime, enjoy these facts about some of our honorees.

(1934)

Miriam Ma Ferguson was nishing her
second term as the rst woman gover-
nor of Texas.

Dust storms ruined or damaged about
300 million acres of U.S. cropland.

LWV-Dallas

1930

(1940)

Winston Churchill became
Britains prime minister

John Steinbeck won the Pulitzer
Prize for Grapes of Wrath.

(1951)

The 22nd Amendment,
limiting the Presidency
to two terms, was
passed.

(1959)
Alaska and Hawaii became the
| 49th and 50th states.

Castro seized power in Cuba.

The first electronic
computer became a
reality.

1950

LWV-Lubbock
LWV-Irving

1960

B (1952)

= Eisenhower was elected Presi-
I—I dent.

>

< | BigTexmade his debut at the
—I | State Fair of Texas!




Redistricting has been growing in impor-
tance as a political problem. From the liberal
Common Cause to the conservative CATO
Institute, most pundits and activists of all per-
suasions think taking the process away from
party politics would be a positive change. In
Texas and many other states, the major stum-
bling blocks to establishing an independent,
nonpolitical process are the members of the
state legislatures who are reluctant to give up
their traditional hold on drawing new district
boundaries.

As LWV-Texas and local Leagues begin their
campaign for the establishment of an inde-
pendent Redistricting Commission, heres
what you need to know about the way re-
districting works now, why we need change,
what kind of change are we pushing for, and
what s next in our campaign.

Who is responsible now for redrawing
district boundaries for the Texas Legislature,
the federal House of Representatives, and the
Texas Board of Education?

The Texas Legislature the Senate Commit-
tee of the Whole and the House Committee
on Redistricting. Redistricting plans have to
pass both houses, and the Governor has veto
power over them.

If the Texas Legislative Committees do not
come up with a redistricting plan for the Tex-
as Legislature during the rst regular session
after each new census report, the Legislative
Redistricting Board of Texas composed of ve
members Lieutenant Governor, Speaker
of House, Attorney General, Comptroller of
Public Accounts, and the Commissioner of
the General Land O ce takes on the task

If Texas Legislature fails to make the district
changes for federal Representatives during
the next session of the legislature, the job can
be done at a later time in a special session.

Detailed population data necessary for redis-
tricting must be delivered to states by Aprill
of the year following the census. The Texas
legislature then has about 60 days during
the rstregular session to draw and adopt
legislative district boundaries.

As a state listed in Section 5 of the Voting
Rights Act, Texas must submit all redistricting
plans to United States Department of Justice
or the federal district court for the District of
Columbia for preclearance.

Why is redistricting necessary?

Districts are supposed to be drawn so that
the votes of all citizens are of equal impor-
tance.

Changes in population or in the number of
Congressional representatives for the state
require redrawing the districts.

What principles govern the drawing of
districts?

Districts must have equal or nearly equal
populations.

Districts must be drawn in a manner that
does not have the e ect of denying or
abridging the right to vote on the basis of
race or language group.

Counties must be preserved within one
district if possible.

Why is the League advocating for an inde-
pendent Redistricting Commission?
As it stands now, Texas, like most states,
places the power to shape the
boundaries of political districts into

the hands of politicians. That

means our elected o cials

are picking their con-

stituents, rather than

the other way

around. If the

majority

party

draws the districts, they are most likely to
draw them to protect their party s power and
to reduce the power of the minority party.
Consequently, redistricting has evolved into
an electoral instrument that serves to protect
and strengthen the incumbency advantage,
therefore disempowering voters and under-
mining democratic accountability.

Excessive zeal in redistricting to empower

a party is very divisive and more than once
has led to situations that make it di cult for
parties to work together for the good of the
state. It is easy for all concerned to look both
foolish and vindictive.

This is the year we need to establish an
independent commission so that we will
have new procedures in place before the next
census.

Why Should We Support Senator Went-
worths bill?

Senator Wentworth has been presenting a
bill for the establishment of an independent
Redistricting Commission for 15 years and in
the last two sessions his bill passed the Sen-
ate, but was never brought to a vote in the
House. This year we can make it happen if we
all work together.

His bill calls for a Redistricting Commission
to draw the district lines of the U.S. House
of Representatives. Of course, we would like
to see this Commission draw the districts for
the Texas Legislature and the State Board of
Education, too. But passing this bill would be
a good step forward and might make it easier
to give the commission broader responsibili-

ties later. In addition, we might nd a Texas
Legislator who would push through amend-
ments to Senator Wentworths proposal.
The Wentworth plan

calls for a Commis-
sion of eight voting
members four
Republicans
and four
Demo-

crats, all chosen by members of the Texas
Legislature. None would hold or be running
for a political position. This group would
select a chair who would preside, but never
have a vote. Such a structure would force fair
and principled redistricting plans, since the
process would never be controlled by one

party.

What Are Our Next Steps?

Each League needs a chair person, and each
chair needs a committee to develop and carry
outane ortto convince and commit local
leaders to support an independent Redistrict-
ing Commission.

A part of each plan would be to secure
commitments from local individuals and
organizations to support the independent
Redistricting Commission and to let their
elected o cials know of their commitment.
Of course, advocating to your elected o cials
is important, too, and more likely to be suc-
cessful if you can demonstrate community
support for the Commission.

See a more detailed plan for your local
campaign just published in the latest LWV-
TX Information, November 2008, an email
publication for local League boards, in a piece
entitled Redistricting Again? Yes! We Can
Make It Happen! Consider volunteering to be
you Leagues chair.

Each local League President should send in
the name and contact information of your
chair to Dee Brock, deebrock@fagspress.com
and watch for the campaign materials you
can use in your local e orts. They are coming
your way in mid-November.




Around the State

Barbara Downey, LWV-Dallas

LWV-Amarilloo cially began its Water
Study following State Senator Kel Seliger s

presentation to them. He mentioned three
speci ¢, helpful approaches to deal with
impending water crises in Texas: the passage
of legislation that will put teeth in the rules
established by water districts and boards,
wind energy, and desalinization.

The League of Women Voters of
Irving began their new season of
Education & Advocacy with a panel
of women who have served in pub-
lico ce.Sharon Barbosa-Crain,
former Irving city council member,
felt her willingness to learn and ask
guestions gave her an edge, while
Norma Stanton, who also served
on the City Council, depended
on her debating background and
her negotiating skills to move
forward. Barbara Cardwell, the

rst woman to be elected to the
Irving School Board, found being
well acquainted with the school
system and active in her childrens
activities gave her a vantage point.
Joann Peters, trial attorney, had
many stories about the early years
when she worked next to Judge
Sarah T. Hughes, Judge Wright and
the TexasTornado Louise Raggio,
all of whom were breaking ground
by getting laws passed a ecting
the rights of women. Their stories
illustrated that progress has been
made for equal opportunity for
women, but there is much to do
to continue cracking the glass
ceiling.

LWV-Plano/Collin County sponsored

a forum on Senior Services in Collin
County. With the projected population
growth, how will the county accom-
modate the increase of citizens 60 years
and older?

LWV-Wichita Falls has already studied and

Plunging into the Election Season

(=

Getting Ready to Advocate
Studies Emphasize Water
Forums on Senior Services & Judiciary Issues

Voter Services Director Charlotte Foulkes led LWV-Ar-
lington in forming a GOTV (Get Out The Vote) Coali-
tion to challenge Arlington to be the votingest city

in Texas and lead Tarrant County to be the votingest
county, as well. The candidates were contacted and
urged to submit responses for the Voters Guide and

to participate in the Candidates Forum. To ensure that
the printed Voters Guide was available in every corner
of Tarrant County, the coalition solicited donations and
raised funds to print more than 200,000 copies. Taking
a 21st century step, local candidates were encouraged
to submit a video, which was available on the Leagues
web site along with the online edition of the Voters
Guide.

Gearing up for legislative advocacy,
LWV-Houston Area shifted some of its
attention from the aftermath of Hurri-
cane lke and the nancial meltdown to
the upcoming 81st Legislative Session.
The November General Meeting and
Units focused on advocacy or lobbying.
They invited a long-term, respected
member of the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives and an LWV-TX leader active
in advocacy at the national and state
level.

League of Women Voters - Austin
Area presented a panel of judges
promoting an independent judiciary
and discussing the need for public

developed a position on Water Resources for the
City of Wichita Falls and Region B, Water Access,
including Water Planning, Government Respon-
sibilities, and League Participation. They will
further probe these issues with Daniel Nix, their
city s Utilities Operations Manager and a erce
advocate for water conservation and proper

usage, in a session entitled From the Lake--to the

awareness of the judiciary in our system
of government. They also reported

an especially successful Fall Kicko
Program with an excellent speaker, Dr.
Gretchen Ritter, U.T. Center for Womens
and Gender Studies, who spoke of the
accomplishments and challenges of
women in American politics.

Water Plant--to your House--to the Sewage Plant--
back to the River.

LWV-Tyler/Smith County League members will take partin an important
study of the local community and the ability of governments and other
agencies to meet residents basic human needs. They will cooperate with the
United Way of Tyler/Smith County to survey at-risk populations. The Facts &
Issues will not just go to members but also to local governments, non-gov-
ernmental organizations, health providers, schools, and the media. Members
will also participate in promoting dialogues in local high schools where
debate teams will ask Is the Supreme Court Really Supreme? The series, whichjj
examines how the separation of powers and the scope of the Supreme Court
are developed in the U.S. Constitution and practiced in U.S. history and gov-
ernment, culminates with public forums in late winter about these important
parts of our civic life. The LWV Education Fund series is part of the project
called Safeguarding American Democracy through an Independent Judiciary.
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At their September program meeting
LWV-Waco invited Karen Hall, Assistant
McLennan County Elections Administra-
tor, to speak on the Administration of
the Election Process: the procedures

for maintaining security of the voting
machines and ballots; chain-of-custody
protocols for the voting machines;
procedures for veri cation, backup,
tabulation, and possible recounts; train-
ing of election workers and voter ID
procedures.




The Election is now over and so we are
focusing our thoughts on the beginning of
the new legislative session. The following are
some of the advocacy activities happening
this fall.

A new Capitol Corps was organized in Austin
this fall. These are members of the Austin
Area League who volunteer to help one or
more state Program Chairs advocate at the
Capitol. Our program chairs come from all
over the state, so they cannot be in Austin for
every coalition or committee meeting. Capi-
tol Corps members are under the direction of
a Program Chair when they act for the State
League. Judy Parken, Capitol Corps Coordina-
tor, calls them the eyes, ears, and feet for the
State League and our state positions.

Program Chairs and their assignments are
listed on page 7, 8, and 9 in the Handbook
and Directory which can be found on line on
the publications page . The League of Women
Voters of Texas 2009 81st Legislative Priorities
is now available for local Leagues from the
State O ce. A copy will be mailed to every
state Senator and Representative in January.

Leqislative Interviews are another very im-
portant advocacy activity that local Leagues
are involved in right now. Local League
presidents have received an interview packet,
and are currently scheduling and conducting
or assigning those interviews. Completed
interview forms should be sent to the State

O ceinJanuary to be shared with our Pro-
gram Chairs. The information gained by these
interviews is an extremely important part of
our advocacy plan.

Legislative Newsletter - Scherel Carver of
Tyler, has volunteered to edit our Legislative

County ordinance authority? Sounds a little boring, doesn tit? Why
should you care, and why should the League of Women Voters get

involved?

If you have ever lived near the edge of a subdivision in an unincorpo-
rated portion of a Texas county, you may know why. In Texas, coun-
ties have very little authority to manage growth in urbanizing areas.
Some border counties and counties with recreational lakes have been
granted limited additional authority, but in suburban areas and in the
ecologically fragile Hill Country, that s not the case.

What can go wrong? How does a rock quarry, land Il or pig farm just
down the road sound--or a high-rise 0  ce building in your back yard

Newsletter this session. This newsletter will
be sent every two weeks during the session

to all League members with an email address.

The rst newsletter is scheduled to be sent
onJanuary 23rd.

Action Alerts will not be part of the News-
letter this session, but will be sent out by
separate email. Remember: The President of
the Local League will answer the Action Alert
in the name of the local League and return
the Response to Action Alert form; the
president is also asked to send Action Alert
information to all members so they can take
action as private citizens. See Taking Action:
Guidelines for Local Leagues on page 24-25
in the state League Handbook & Directory
2008-2009 for complete instructions.

Womens Legislative Days - Mark your calen-
dars for February 1-3, 2009 as the League is

a sponsoring member. League Lobby Day;,
March 9, will not be held in conjunction with
WLD so members who choose to attend WLD
can participate in all one and a half days of
workshops. Members will receive an o cial
notice and registration for this event closer to
the date.

Workshops [l all day Monday and Tuesday
morning. Lobbying at the Capitol is sched-
uled for Tuesday afternoon. Tentative work-
shops being developed include: Education
(one or more on School Finance, Account-
ability, Science Textbooks, Sex Education),
Human Tra cking, Immigration, Environ-
ment, Women and Voting, Self Care, Violence
Against Women, Equity in the Workplace, and
Election Laws. Laurie Vanhoose, a member
of our current state study committee Voting
Procedures to Increase Voter Participation,
will chair the panel on Election Laws.

LOBBY DAY, LOBBY DAY, LOBBY DAY

The March 9, 2009, date should already be
on your calendar! Lobby Day will follow the
short Statewide Meeting on March 9. Local
League presidents should make afternoon
appointments with your legislators before
Lobby Day. Dont be disappointed if you end
up speaking with a Chief of Sta . We are
planning three issues to lobby on in the af-
ternoon: redistricting, county authority and a
moratorium on the death penalty. (Complete
details and registration for the event will be
sent out at a later date.)

We have supported Senator Wentworths

bill on redistricting for several sessions. The
2010 census is almost upon us. This may be
the year when, with the e ort of Redistricting
Chair Elaine Talarski, we see a change in how
the Texas Legislature redraws district lines.

Karen Rankin is the Program Chair for State/
Local Relations, the Leagues county authority
position. As a member of the Capitol Corps
last session, she almost wore out a pair of
shoes walking the Capitol corridors and talk-
ing to legislators to help push the Sunshine
bill through the legislature. She is already
working on the county authority issue with
the same dedication.

Marjorie Loehlin, a long time respected
anti-death penalty advocate, is our Capitol
Punishment Program Chair. As a League chair,
she will be advocating for a moratorium on
the death penalty. Her article in this Voter
explains the State Leaguess position for this
session.

Plan now to be in Austin March 9 for Lobby
Day to work on exciting and important issues!

Despite the 14 foot wall of water that descended on Galveston
September 12th, courtesy of IKE, Galveston citizens were able to

...continued on page 7

Next step: gathering League members
together to continue League activities.

vote easily on November 4th. There was concern from Leaguers
that voting would be a problem because of the devastation caused
by IKE, but voting went well.
Galveston citizens had the bene t of
the LWV Voters Guide despite the fact
that all libraries were closed as well as
City Hall. Leaguers placed the Guides
where folks could nd them, such as
Walmart and Walgreens, knowing that
they would be picked up and read.







