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Texas Delegation Attends
LWVUS Convention

Janet Imhoff, LWV-TX Program VP

Three State Board members and eleven delegates from local
Leagues attended the LWVUS Convention in Portland, Oregon,
from June 13-17. Delegates included Janet Imhoff, Linda Was-
senich, and Elaine Talarski from the State Board; Laura Black-
burn, Michael Fjetland, Lula Blake, and Maryann Berthelemy
from Houston Area LWV; Libby Lee, Susybelle Gosslee, and
Mildred Pope from Dallas; Nancy Stevens and Edie Jones from
Tarrant County; Sondra Ferstl from Denton, and Dee Brock from
Tyler/Smith County.

Total attendance was nearly 1000, with 684 of those voting del-
egates. Forty-nine states, the District of Columbia and Puerto
Rico were represented. The following is a listing of important
action by the Convention:

PMP and Bylaws: a PMP of $28.00 for 2008-09, and $29.20
for 2009-10 was passed, without much debate. It was also indi-
cated that we can expect PMP increases on a regular basis. There
were several Bylaws amendments, but most will not affect lo-
cal Leagues. Among them is one that allows the national Board
to propose an amendment to a national League program position
by concurrence provided they send background information with
pros and cons to all Leagues at least six weeks before Convention.
Another reduces the members of the Nominating Committee from
seven to yve. A third sets the date of the ofycial membership
count at January 1 in the year of a convention.

League Principles: the following addition to the League Prin-
ciples was passed: “The League of Women Voters of the United
States believes that all powers of the U.S. government should
be exercised within the constitutional framework of a balance
among the three branches of government: legislative, executive,
and judicial.”

Program: Program debate was very interesting with three new
items being adopted, two of which were not-recommended items.
The Board recommended item was “A Health Care Program to
educate members and communities in order to be better pre-
pared to do health care advocacy as needed.” This item is not
to be a restudy or update of our current Health Care position, as
our position is strong and broad, and addresses the critical issues
of quality and affordable health care with access for all. This
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Brandon Spenrath, LWV-TX Associate Director

The new bienniuméds yrst LWV-TX board meeting was held in
July at Agape Dome, a retreat center owned and operated by
David and Anne Eaton, both members of the Comal Area league.
New and returning board members, as well as staff spent three
days getting to know each other and forging the League’s path
for what is promising to be two busy and exciting years.

In attendance were returning members Karen Nicholson (Mid-
land, LWV-TX President), Barbara Weinstein (Dallas, LWV-TX
Organization VVP), Janet Imhoff (Plano/Collin Co., LWV-TX
Program VP), Linda Wassenich (Dallas, LWV-TX Public Rela-
tions VP), Edie Jones (Tarrant Co., LWV-TX Treasurer), and
Joyce Robinson (Sherman/Grayson Co., Director). Although un-
able to attend, also returning to serve another term on the board
is Elaine Talarski (San Antonio, Director & Voter Service Chair).

In addition, new board members Mary Finch (Austin, LWV-TX
Advocacy VP), Barb Swartz (Houston, LWV-TX Secretary),
Dee Brock (Tyler/Smith Co., Director), Susybelle Gosslee
(Dallas, Director), Jayne Krawietz (Midland, Director & Study
Chair), and Linda Krefting (Lubbock, Director) were present
and eager to get to work. Pat Cheong (Tarrant Co., Director) was
unable to attend.

Over the course of the meeting Janet Imhoff was elected as
LWV-TX President Pro-Tempe with resounding board approval.
Raul Salazar and Brandon Spenrath, who also attended, were
promoted to Executive Director and Associate Director respec-
tively.

- s .
Texas State Board, League of Women Voters, July 11-13, 2008
Agape Dome Christian Retreat Center <www.gvtc.com-agapedom>

back row: Raul Salazar, Linda Wassenich, Jayne Krawietz,
Mary Finch, Dee Brock, Barb Swarz, Barbara Weinstein, Linda
Krefting.

middle row: Janet Imhoff, Joyce Robinson, Brandon Spenrath
front row: Susybelle Gosslee, Karen Nicholson, Edie Jones



President’s Message

You are my heroes. A thriving democ-
racy depends on involved, knowledgeable
citizens. Not only are you involved and
knowledgeable as LWV members, but you
help others also to be involved and knowl-
edgeable.

Your Voters Guides and candidates’ fo-
rums, as well as issue information forums
ensure the public’s being better informed.
\Voting Procedures to Increase Voter Par-
ticipation, the study chosen at LWV-TX
convention, illustrates well your commit-
ment to breaking barriers and ensuring
participation by all.

You are agents of change through your
advocacy work. You are multi-issue, and
your tackling those issues only after thor-
ough study ensures no issue du jour or
knee-jerk reactions. Careful study plus the
LWV nonpartisanship brings you respect.

Yes, you are my heroes in making democ-
racy work. Thank you for all you do.

Horip Py tholsim.

Karen Nicholson (Midland)

VOTING METHODS STUDY
COMMITTEE REFLECT
LEAGUE’S STRENGTHS

Jayne Krawietz, Chair, Voting Methods Study

The Voting Methods Study Commit-
tee has been charged by the 2008
LWV-TX Convention in Ft. Worth
to study various procedures which
may promote or hinder voting in Tex-
as. The direction for the study includes:

Scope: A study of vote-by-mail, inter-
net voting, same-day registration, elec-
tion-day centralized voting, electronic
voting, voter ID laws, poll-worker train-
ing, and the impact of these methods
on voter turnout and access to voting.

Outlook for work: A statewide committee
of League members will conduct research
on these various procedures, including
studying methods currently used in other
states. The committee will consider ad-
vantages and disadvantages, costs, rates

of voter participation in statewide elec-
tions, and any other pertinent information.

The study committee is comprised of
members from around the state with a
broad range of experience and expertise.

The study chairman is Jayne Krawietz of
Midland. A past President of LWV-Mid-
land and a former state board member,
Jayne has degrees in chemical engineering
and business. For twenty years, she has
served in numerous community volunteer
positions, including United Way, Junior
League, and Greater Texas Community
Partners, but it all began with Membership
Chair of the Midland League! She is past
study chair and current program chair of
Juvenile Justice in Texas, which kept her
busy during the last session. She and her
husband, Kenny, will have an empty nest
this fall as their children head to college.
Christy is a sophomore Plan Il major at
UT-Austin and David is a freshman me-
chanical engineering major at Texas Tech.
Instead of watching soaps and eating bon-
bons, Jayne will head back to work as an
engineer for Concho Resources in Midland.

Charlotte Foulkes is the Chief Techni-
cal Ofycer of ARX Technologies in
Arlington.  Her activities other than
the League center around family.

Charlotte joined the League in October of
2006 and has served as Action
Director, VP of

Voters Service, and is now President-Elect.

She says she has never been involved in an
organization that made such a difference,
and is especially interested in getting in-
formed votersto the polls. Traveling exten-
sively with her job, she has observed that
voting in Texas seems much more difycult
than in other states, which are actively mov-
ing forward to make voting easier. Char-
lotte joined the committee to help Texas
also move forward. She says, “Texas elec-
tions should not be well-guarded secrets.”

A native Houstonian, Renée Cross’s life-
long avid interest in politics and public
service led to a Bachelor of Science degree
in political science and psychology from
the University of Houston. She also earned
a Master of Liberal Arts degree from the
University of St. Thomas with a concentra-
tion in political science. Renée is the as-
sociate director of the University of Hous-
ton Center for Public Policy, and is also the
instructor of upper-level political science
courses and for all government internships
offered through the UH department of po-
litical science. She is active in numerous
volunteer organizations, and is passionate
about exploring ways to increase voter
participation at the state and local levels.

Renée and her husband Stan are restor-

ing their Craftsman bungalow, which led

to the establishment of CrossArts, a small
...continued to next page

In each VOTER there will be a tip to local Leagues. If you have a suggestion for a clever
name for this ongoing feature, send that name to kjnicholson@sbcglobal.net . Also, if
there is a situation when you think local Leagues could proyt from a tip, send that sugges-

tion also.

the League Way--A Tip

Nonpartisanship is of utmost importance. Boards should
review Policies and Procedures, p.2-3, and local League policy.
Although always imperative, nonpartisanship during a presidential election,
usually with greater voter turnout, may offer more situations where local boards
need to reinforce the importance of League policy. “If in doubt, don’t” is a good
rule when considering individual situations. There should never be even a hint of
partisanship. Consider perception as well as reality.

2



FROM TRASH TO
TREASURE

If you are ready to part with
some of your valued items
but don’t know what to do
with them, consider donating
them to the state League for
our fall online auction in Sep-
tember. Following up on the
success of the online auction
in the spring in conjunction
with the live and silent auctions at convention, we will once
again use Bidding for Good to offer selected items to members
and the public. Contact the state ofyce if you have something
you would like to donate.

...continued from previous page

business that reynishes and sells Mission and Art Deco fur-
niture as well as vintage pottery. Renée and Stan share their
never-quite-ynished home with their three dogs and three cats.

Reed Bilz of the Tarrant County League recently retired af-
ter working 28 years as a paralegal. Her family consists of six
children and three grandchildren who she is now free to visit
more frequently. Her interests, other than the League and other
volunteer activities, is collecting antique Mother Goose books.
She previously served off-Board as Patriot Act/Civil Liber-
ties Chair, and will now be the Program Coordinator for Social
Policy/Human Resources. She is interested in voting rights -
especially access issues - and looks forward to the state study.

Pat White of El Paso is retired from her job at the Army Research
Lab at White Sands Missile Range as a computer scientist. She has
a BS and MS in math from Colorado State University. Her family
consists of her husband Don and two grown sons, Scott, who lives
in El Paso and Brent, who lives in Seattle. Her interests include
her church (Unitarian Universalist) where she works with ynances
and teaches Sunday School. Her main interests are with LWV, and
she is treasurer of the El Paso League. She is also very interested
in voting issues, both with the League and with other groups, such
as getting out the vote, educating voters and reliable voting meth-
ods which allow conydence that votes are counted accurately.

Austin’s Laurie Vanhoose is the former Help America Vote Act
Specialist at Advocacy, Inc. She served on the Texas Secretary
of State’s HAVA Advisory Council and the National HAVA Work
group. She is the chair of the Texas Election Reform Coalition
and represents the League of Women Voters on the coalition. Pri-
or to her HAVA position, Laurie was the Program Director for the
Texas Disability Policy Consortium. Before moving to Texas,
she worked in Washington, DC for the National Disability Rights
Network. Currently Laurie works as a consultant on Texas Elec-
tion Policy for several state-wide advocacy organizations. In her
free time, she skates as “Felonious Punk” in Austin’s roller derby
league.

FRIENDLY CHALLENGE TO LOCAL
LEAGUES FROM TYLER/SMITH CO.

by Dee Brock (Tyler/Smith Co.)

LWV-Texas Treasurer Edie Jones was amazed when she saw
in the 2008 LWVUS convention materials that the Tyler/Smith
County League had participated in three public policy projects
through LWVEF last year. With fewer than 60 members, this rela-
tively small organization still makes a big difference in its com-
munity. One way we manage is to develop excellent projects that
yt guidelines for pass-through grants offered by LWVUS.

In 2007-2008, LWV-T/SC board and members developed three
outstanding projects in three public policy areas: foreign policy,
the environment, and the judiciary.

e Our community commemorated the lives lost on 9/11 with
“Building a Safer, More Compassionate World,” a forum and
expo funded by a grant from “Our Voices Together” through
LWVEF.

* “Toward a Sustainable Environment,” a project that emphasized
one of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, fo-
cused on how guardianship of the Earth’s environment relates to
conquering world hunger and poverty.

e “The Texas Judiciary: Is Justice for Sale?” featured a former
Texas Supreme Court Chief Justice and the chair of the Texas
House Judiciary Committee and was broadcast by our local CBS
outlet. This was part of the LWVUS “Safeguarding US Democ-
racy: Promoting an Independent Judiciary,”

“All of these projects offer great
opportunities for our members
and the rest of our community to
learn more about issues of impor-
tance through expert speakers,
hands-on workshops, and lively

dialogue.”
-Dee Brock, LWV-Tyler

For 2008-2009, LWV-Tyler/Smith County board has committed
to three more thought-provoking projects:

* “Sandals on the Ground: Seeking Global Solutions for Glob-
al Climate Problems,” a project supported by Oxfam America
through LWVUS, will bring citizens together for a half day work-
shop that will emphasize what our citizens can do to help people
around the globe meet the challenges of severe climate change.

» From October 31-November 8, Tyler/Smith County will wel-
come a delegation of four members of the Turkmenistan Parlia-
ment who are seeking to learn about elections and accountabil-
ity in civic life. This is an LWVUS project funded by the Open
World Leadership Institute. ...continued on page 7

3



AROUNME STATE

Barbara Downey (Dallas)

On June 10, LWV-Arlington once again
hosted Arlington Mayor Robert Cluck’s
annual State of the City message. The
Star-Telegram and, TV Channels 5 and 23
sent representatives to the meeting which
was held at the Rolling Hills Country
Club. A brief clip about the Mayor’s ad-
dress appeared on Channel 5 News Tues-
day evening, and there was an article in
Wednesday’s newspaper. LWVA Program
Director Juana Byrd sent a summary of his
address, in Spanish, to the Univision/Tel-
emundo newspaper.

Donna Bening reported that members of
the LWV-Plano/Collin County registered
voters at two events in Plano. Erma Spen-
cer, Jan Sand, and Patty Jantho worked at
Komen Race for the Cure on June 7 at the

(I to r) Erma Spencer, Jan Sand, and Patty Jantho
registered voters at Komen Race for the Cure on
June 7 at the EDS campus, Plano, TX

EDS campus, while Donna Bening, Patty
Jantho, Terry Eberly, and Charlotte Mills
volunteered at the Interurban
Electric Railway Museum
100th anniversary (1908-
2008) during the Blackland
Prairie Festival.

At the end of this League
year, the LWV-Austin Area
Observer Corps interviewed
all the County Commis-
sioners and City Council
members. The local ofycials
noted how glad they were

again and shared their hopes, frustrations,
and dreams for governing this city and
county. Mary Finch, now Advocacy VP
for LWV-Texas, has handed the baton to
Betty Williamson and urges more mem-
bers to participate as working members of
the Observer Corps, a fun and fulylling
experience.

The LWV-Lubbock VOTER presented
quite an interesting article analyzing the
spring City elections results by Neale J.
Pearson, Professor Emeritus of Political
Science, Texas Tech University. Entitled
“An Analysis of the Contest Including
\oter Turnout Affecting the Mayoral Race
and the Council Race”, the article showed
total results for turnout as well as highs
and lows in various precincts and how the
candidates were affected.

Anticipating the new national study, the
local League in Wichita Falls scheduled a
June meeting on the subject of the Electoral
College: lIts Past, Present, & Future. They
invited Dr. Michael Preda, Professor of
Political Science, to explain why we elect
presidents the way we do. Since 1970 the
LWVUS has had a position urging that the
system be changed; that position was up-
dated in 2004. Dr. Preda has served on the
local board as the Vice-President of Voter
Service for several years.

Members of the Study Committee on Eth-
ics in Local Wichita Falls City Govern-
ment presented the results of their study
and a new position for approval by the
membership at the Annual Meeting. They
will also be presenting a copy of the Facts
& Issues Report to the Mayor and Coun-
cilors. They hope that as the Council and
Staff study the issue, a comprehensive Eth-
ics Ordinance and an Ethics Review Board

|

to see the League attending (I to r) Donna Benmg Patty Jantho, Terry Eberly, and Charlotte MI||S
the Commissioners Court atthe Interurban Electric Railway Museum 100th anniversary (1908-

and City Council meetings

2008) during the Blackland Prairie Festival in Plano.

will be forthcoming.

Not a League to shut down in the summer,
LWV-Corpus Christi announced their
July membership meeting headlining a lo-
cal physician and LWV-CC member, Dr.
Lorraine Stehn, who spoke on “Health
Care for All.” July 30 marks the 43rd an-
niversary of the Medicare program, the
government funded and privately distrib-
uted program that serves an estimated 36
million of the elderly population.

LWV-Tarrant County scheduled a Sum-
mer Social, billed as an evening of fun and
learning with a public educational forum
on Gas Well Water Disposal — Two Alter-
natives. Woody Sandlin from Chesapeake
Energy will present information on Injec-
tions Wells and Jay Ewing from Devon
Energy and Julia Holden from Fountain
Quail Water Management will hold forth
on Waste Water Recycling. Prior to the
public forum, the board will provide food
and beverages for a light dinner.

As the Bay Area League Board announces
plans for the new League year, they con-
sider member suggestions at their Annual
Meeting. Saturday morning issue discus-
sions will resume in the fall. Local sug-
gestions include: the death penalty, local
impacts of changes in environmental pro-
tection, and renewable energy sources and
the price of gasoline. (Of perennial interest
are air quality and the Trans-Texas Corri-
dor.) They gather at 9:30 to welcome new
members and chat with old friends. Dis-
cussion begins at 10:00 and ends by 11:30
a.m. Discussions are held at the home of
LWV-BA Program Chair Diane Sheridan.

Texas VOTER
This newsletter is published quarterly by the
League of Women Voters of Texas
1212 Guadalupe St. #107, Austin, TX 78701
(512) 472-1100 * (512) 472-4114 fax
lwvtexas@Iwvtexas.org
www.lwvtexas.org
Portions of the Texas VOTER are funded by the
League of Women Voters Education Fund.
Non-member subscription price is $5.00.
Send all subscriptions and correspondence to the
state ofyce in Austin.
Third class postage paid at Austin.

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan
political organization, encourages the informed
and active participation in government and
inpuences public policy through education and
advocacy.
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MEMBERSHIP

LWV Membership — we can’t survive
without it!!!

Tell your friends and acquaintances
about LWV; forward to them any LWV
information that you receive; bring them
along with you to your League meetings.

After they join, don’t leave them on their
own. Take it upon yourself to become
their mentor and help them to ynd their
fiperfect yto in the League world.

Also visit the publications page of the
member’s section of the website to ac-
cess Cheryl Graeve’s (LWVUS Mem-
bership Senior Director) membership
recruitment powerpoint presentation that
was given at the LWV-TX Convention inj
April for more ideas.

WHY YOU SHOULD CARE

Linda Wassenich, Public Relations VP

We’re in the middle of an election season,
and our members are pulled in all direc-
tions—asked to register voters, help with
the Voters Guide, and contribute to the
local League. Now the state League is
sending out a letter to our members ask-
ing for donations.

This year is perhaps the most crucial one
yet for supporting the work of the League.
People want a more transparent, honest
government that will work on the issues
that are critical to us. The League is one
of the few organizations that puts nonpar-
tisan, unbiased information about candi-
dates and issues before the public.

Think about all the money that has powed
into campaigns and political parties. Sup-
port your local League; and while you’re
at it, give to the state League too. Your
investment will help in Making Democ-
racy Work.

EDUCATION ISSUES
HEAT UP

Anne Roussos (Austin Area)

Education issues are heating up on several
fronts, offering many opportunities for
advocacy on the state League’s new posi-
tion on testing and accountability. The
time is right for grassroots support from
local Leagues and members.

Following is an overview of proceedings
where the League has been involved.

State Board of Education (SBOE)

The League yled testimony on March 26
and May 21 in Austin concerning revi-
sions to the state’s curriculum in English
Language Arts and Reading (ELAR). It
is part of the Texas Essential Knowledge
and Skills (TEKS). Curriculum revisions
are critical because they: will be used
over the next 10 years in kindergarten
through grade 12; will be keyed to the
state’s standardized test, the Texas Assess-
ment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS);
and will be the basis upon which millions
of dollars in textbooks will be bought.

In both testimonies, the League supported
drafts developed by expert teachers who
had been appointed by the Texas Edu-
cation Agency over two 2 years ago to
develop the new document. The League
supported their approach because it: ad-
dressed the diverse needs of the state’s
student population; incorporated research-
based approaches; and provided for the
academic rigor and higher level thinking
skills that are necessary for success in
postsecondary education and careers.

While nearly all the educators and organi-
zations testifying in both March and May
supported the efforts of the teacher work
group, the SBOE voted 9-6 to approve

a late-hour, cut-and-paste version devel-
oped by a few board members. Much

of the controversy centered on the way
grammar and reading comprehension is
taught.

Next year, the SBOE is scheduled to take
up revisions to the state’s science cur-
riculum. Issues concerning evolution and
alternative approaches are expected to
arise. The League anticipates testifying
again, based on our new position.

Texas Legislature Select Committee on
Public School Accountability

On June 16 in Dallas, the League yled
testimony, asking the committee to
recommend that the Legislature make
changes to create a state accountability
system that is free of punitive ratings

and sanctions. Underscoring the need

for the changes was the announcement a
week earlier that the state had closed two
urban high schools. Although they both
had made notable academic gains, they
still failed to meet the established pass-
ing standards in the current Academic
Excellence Indicator System (AEIS). The
students at these schools were predomi-
nately poor and nonwhite, and many were
English language learnersd the proyle for
many other schools that are in academic
trouble.

In its testimony, the League called for a
system that:

® diagnoses the strengths and weak-
nesses of schools and school districts by
identifying academic achievement and
gaps in performance among subgroups of
students;

® does NOT establish school or school
district ratings;

® does NOT sanction, reconstitute, or
close schools;

® measures a school’s growth in academic
achievement from one year to the next,
rather than as a single-year assessment;
and

e directs resources to improve perfor-
mance.

Committee on Public Education, Texas
House of Representatives. The League
has monitored two meetings of this com-
mittee. On May 28, Commissioner of
Education Robert Scott appeared before
the committee. Many questions centered
on a new Dropout Recovery Pilot Pro-
gram that provides state money to public
and private groups to educate dropouts.
Critics have complained that it is a back
door to school vouchers.

On July 16, SBOE Chairman Dr. Don
McLeroy addressed the legislators and
answered questions on the protracted and

...continued on page 7
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FRIENDLY CHALLENGE...continued from page 3

* “Is the Supreme Court Really Supreme?” another “Independent
Judiciary” project, includes a series of public dialogues about the
separation of powers and features high school students.

All of these projects offer great opportunities for our members
and the rest of our community to learn more about issues of im-
portance through expert speakers, hands-on workshops, and lively
dialogue. While we might have implemented the projects without
the pass-through grants, the grants help us secure the best speak-
ers, prepare helpful visuals and handouts, and do a really good job
of promoting the projects to the public.

How is a medium-sized League able to commit to so many re-
markable projects? It requires pexibility, creativity, and bound-
less energy on the part of the board and members. Our mem-
bers think we have good ideas that will help funders fulyll their
goals as we fulyll ours. We also think you and your League have
equally good or even better ideas. Still, to be funded, you have to
organize your thoughts, write them down in a simple but persua-
sive proposal, and send it in on time. Sometimes, you have to act
quickly, for many of the grant possibilities coming out of LWVEF
are on a yrst come/yrst served basis.

But the proposal is the easy part. The true test is in carrying out
the challenging but rewarding projects you design within the
guidelines you accept. The use of tax-deductible funds demands
adherence to IRS rules, careful record keeping, and thorough
reporting.

Please consider this article a friendly challenge to all Texas
League members and boards to propose and implement a
LWVEF project. Next year we hope to see many more Texas
Leagues offering stimulating programs and activities focused on
public policy and funded by LWVUS pass-through funds.

LOBBY DAY TO INCLUDE STATEWIDE
CONFERENCE

Janet Imhoff, Program VP & Mary Finch, Advocacy VP

League Lobby Day, held biennially at the start of each new leg-
islative session, will be combined with a “statewide conference”
this spring. The purpose of the conference will be to consider
amendments to two of our program items in order to better
advocate for them during the Legislative session. These amend-
ments, in the areas of Child Abuse and Neglect and Judicial
Selection, have been recommended to the Board by the chairs
of those Program areas. They found that they were unable to
advocate on certain important bills because of restrictions in the
wording of our positions.

According to our Bylaws, Article VIII, a statewide conference

may be called “to give guidance to the State Board on program
and methods of work. The state board shall send all proposed

changes to the presidents of local Leagues at least 30 days be-

fore a statewide conference.”

Two delegates from each League will be able to vote, although

HOW OLD WILL YOUR
LOCAL LEAGUE BE IN
20107

When Convention rolls around in
2010 LWV-TX would like to honor
all Local Leagues that are 50 years
old or older.

Send the State Ofyce your League
anniversary date. We’ll write a
story about your League for the
VOTER and recognize your League at Convention.

-Services to Local League Committee

the conference is open to all local League members. Also a ma-
jority of local Leagues must be represented in order to conduct
business. Please plan to attend Lobby Day/Statewide Confer-
ence on March 9th, 2009. We foresee the conference only tak-
ing a small part of Lobby Day.

DELEGATION...continued from page 1

item, based on our current position, will provide us with the tools
to educate members and the public about health care facts, issues
and reform proposals and will better prepare us for advocacy.
LWV US foresees establishing a task force which will produce ar-
ticles and other material which local Leagues can use for member
and community education such as community issue forums. The
two not-recommended items passed included:

1) AA multi-level education and advocacy campaign to pro-
mote solutions to global climate change.” This item will extend
the work of the LWVUS Climate Change Task Force, appointed
in February 2007, which has written background papers on a va-
riety of climate change topics which were posted on the LWVUS
website. “Concerted League work at the local and state levels
will reinforce LWVUS advocacy efforts by demonstrating broad
citizen support for strong action to reduce greenhouse emissions.
The task force will encourage and support the climate change ac-
tivities of local and state Leagues. Integral to this education and
advocacy campaign will be a web-based Climate Action Tool Kit
to assist League members in working on this issue in their com-
munities.”

2) AA study of the advisability of using the National Popular
Vote compact among the states as a method for electing the
President.” It was proposed that this study be done from January-
June, 2009, using the study guide from the LWVNY as a ready-
to-use tool. “The public looks to us on voting issues, and it would
increase our visibility and build membership, especially among
younger people. The National Popular Vote compact is the best
way to achieve a popular vote for President — a long-held League
position.”
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