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You are cordially invited to attend the San Marcos LWV Holiday Brunch
When: December 3, 2011

Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Where: Carole Belver’s home, 1711 Palomino Lane, San Marcos, TX (see directions below)

Please RSVP to Peggy Townes by Wednesday, November 30 at pt05@txstate.edu or 512-396-4030.

In lieu of gifts this year the league has selected the Hays County Women’s Center to receive donations. Please bring either non-perishable food items or cash/checks. 

Following the Brunch will be a short board meeting, followed by the distribution of the Wine Tasting tickets and flyers.

The League will provide ham.  Members are asked to bring sides and desserts.  It would be helpful to have an idea of what people are bringing so please indicate that as well in your RSVP.  (Directions: From San Marcos, take Hopkins to old RR12 turn right. Go 2.1 miles to Country Estates Drive.  Turn right.  Turn right onto Palomino Lane.  The road twists and turns but keep making right turns for approximately 1.2 miles. The house is on the left with a white mailbox.  Lost?  Call 512-392-0961.)
The President’s Column

We are extremely excited to welcome eight new members to our local League!  In an effort to get our new members involved and provide them with a greater understanding of what we do the board approved several new initiatives.  First, we would love to know the interests of our new and current members.  Soon we will be sending out a brief survey asking members why they decided to join the League, and how they would like to participate.  In addition, we approved starting a Facebook page that will be coming soon.  All you have to do is “like us” and you will receive a calendar of current events.
Our League does not hold monthly meetings for the general membership.  Instead, the League’s calendar is filled with activities throughout the year such as debates, newsletters, and program studies; giving members an opportunity to actively participate in a variety of League sponsored events.  In addition, all members are welcome to attend the monthly Board meetings held at 6pm on the first Monday of each month at the Price Center.  We always welcome your input! 

We have another busy year and need everyone’s participation.  We currently have a need for members to serve on our “Membership” committee that is responsible for recruiting and welcoming new members.  If you are interested in helping please contact Margaret Lindsey at  mlindsey2330@gmail.com.
Don’t forget we have several events that are open to all members.  Tomorrow evening is the Water Consensus meeting (see the following article for details), our annual Holiday get together is on December 3, and our annual fundraiser, the Wine Tasting on January 24 at Quail Creek Country Club.  (Note Date: Originally, a date of January 26 was given to League members earlier this year.) 
I hope to see all our members at these events and am looking forward to getting to know you.

Sincerely, Carole Belver

 Water Consensus Meeting – Monday, November 14th

Our LWV Water Consensus Meeting will be held on Monday, November 14, 7:00 p.m. at the Price Center, 222 W. San Antonio Street.  Please plan to attend this very important meeting and enjoy refreshments as we ponder the questions that the state LWV has asked us to answer with our local League's consensus opinions.  You should prepare for this meeting by reviewing the questions and reading material posted on the state League website: http://lwvtexas.org.  Just look for the section in the center of the home page, which is titled "Water Study - Texas Water Resources as a Commodity."  There are several articles to read in that section.  Print copies you may want to bring to the meeting. 

The reason that these water issues are important is that groundwater is increasingly the water source that communities are depending on since Texas lakes and rivers are already fully committed in most cases.  Our own community is partially dependent on the Edwards Aquifer and looking to the Carrizo Aquifer for its future water supply.  Moving groundwater around Texas in pipelines brings up many interesting questions that the LWV is considering in formulating its state water policy.  Please plan to attend, and learn about this important issue by reading the materials in advance as well.  Coming to a consensus on these critical issues is one of the interesting ways you can be involved in the League.  Be active and help impact matters that affect our region and state.  Our League motto is “Make a difference!” 

 

Voter Services Report 

November 8, City Council Election and constitutional amendments

Thanks to Jeannie Lewis, Dianne Wassenich, Brenda Smith, Pat Murdock and all the voter service members for an outstanding job on the local guide, debate, and public notifications associated with this election.  Attendance at the debate was excellent, and the media coverage was a great gift to the League.  The addition of civility points by Jeannie Lewis, Carole Belver and Brenda Smith brought a current and timely topic to the debate.  Thanks again for a job well done.

City Council Runoff

City Council elections were held on November 8, and there will be a runoff for Place 3.  Early voting for the runoff will start on Nov. 28 and run through Dec. 9 prior to the Dec. 13 runoff election.
Important Voter Services events and dates are:

March 6, 2012 Primary

November 12, 2011 first day to file

December 12, 2011 last day to file

Feb 6, 2012 last day to register to vote

Feb 21, 2012 first day for early voting

March 2, 2012 last day of early voting

March 6 Primary election


Upcoming Voter Service working Dates:


Wednesday January 4 Create Voter Guide and Debate Questions for Primary

6-8 pm San Marcos Library 


January 9Approve Voter Guide and debate questions by board


January 10Voter Guide questions sent to candidates by Jeannie Lewis


January 23 Return Voter Guide questions from candidates to Dianne Wassenich


January 30 Voter Guide to printing


February 10 Pick-up Voters Guide from printers


February 13 Debate


February 19 Voters Guide in San Marcos Record

May 12, 2012 School Board Election

As reported in an article in San Marcos Mercury on October 27, The San Marcos CISD board members voted to stick with trustee elections in May rather than switch to November.  During the same meeting the board voted to purchase it’s own voting machines for school board trustee elections.  Our local league will be faced with putting out a possible voters guide and holding a school board debate/meet and greet if this election is contested.

The two at Large positions currently held by Judy Allen and David Chiu will be addressed in the May 12, 2012 election.

February 4,2012 first day to file

March 5, 2012 last day to file

April 12, 2012 last day to register to vote

April 30, 2012 first day for early voting

May 8,2012 last day of early voting

May 12,2012 Limited Uniform Election Date – San Marcos CISD

Engaging Young Voters Project - High School Voter Registration
      Grace Neal spent three lunch periods at San Marcos High School in support of the state League’s goal to increase the number of registered voters and to increase voter turnout for the fall and spring elections. When permission to perform this activity at the high school was received it was at the direction of Adam Wagner the staff sponsor of the Junior Statesmen of America Club. The first onsite visit was with the Junior Statesmen of America Club to talk about the upcoming election and voter registration of 18-year-old students. JSA agreed to sponsor the league’s voter registration project. The students wrote morning announcements, placed signs in the school and gave up their lunchtime to walk among the students with voter registration cards. Ten students registered to voter during the two days of the lunch period drive.  There are plans to return to the high school in January to again help register the students before the primary election. Grace is looking for help with this project, you need to be deputized by the election office and have free time at lunch.

Nutrition Study
  The San Marcos Area League of Women Voters School Nutrition Study Committee is hard at work exploring the issue of nutrition in the San Marcos Consolidated Independent School District.  The League membership decided at their Annual Meeting in May of 2010 to adopt this study in light of recent national concern about child nutrition and obesity.  The Committee, chaired by League member Jeannie Lewis, is composed of League members Mary Borm, Peggy Townes, Ida Miller and Bobbi Carmichael.  Also on the committee and contributing significantly  are community members Laura Petty, Hays County AgriLife Extension Agent in Family and Consumer Sciences; Dr. Sylvia Crixell, a Registered Dietician and Professor of Nutrition at Texas State University and the Didactic Program Director and Program Coordinator in Nutrition and Foods; Dr. B.J. Friedman, Department of Family and Consumer Sciences at Texas State University; and Pat Moore, retired Food Services Director for San Marcos CISD from 1975 to 1997.

Lewis says, “Dr. Crixell and Dr. Friedman and their Department at Texas State are assisting the committee in a variety of ways, but perhaps in particular with respect to resources and advice.   For example, their nutrition and foods program enrolls over 300 majors.  Many of these students have experience in community education through their previous work or direct involvement in the San Marcos community, sometimes via Texas State initiatives.  They provided the study committee with the services of a student intern, Kristin Hagen, a Registered Nurse who was working on her Master of Science in Human Nutrition at Texas State University.  Ms. Hagen has prepared an extensive research paper to accompany the League’s future Facts and Issues Study Guide on School Nutrition.” 

“In addition, the League has appreciated the cooperation of Superintendent of SMCISD Mark Eads, and Associate of Food Services for SMCISD Mike Boone, as well as Director of Curriculum and Instructions for SMCISD, Pam Guettner,” continued Lewis.  “The League’s proposal and plans of the study have been presented to the SMCISD School Board at a School Board Meeting and also to some individual School Board Members.  The League aims to work in a spirit of mutual cooperation with the District,” stated Lewis.

League members have sampled lunches during the Summer Lunch Program at SMCISD and have received complete fall menus and recipes to analyze for nutritional information.  They are also checking on nutritional instruction taught at each grade level in SMCISD.  The guidelines the District must follow according to the USDA have been obtained by the League.

Future plans for the study committee involve participation in the SOAR Education Fair at the San Marcos Convention Center on Saturday, January 28, at the San Marcos Conference Center.  There will be a demonstration game involving guessing the amount of sugar in various food items.  A voluntary short survey will also be given to attending parents and children.

The League’s School Nutrition Study Committee is checking out community resources available to parents and children.   They have consulted with Nicole Baker, a Registered Dietitian who is the project coordinator for Texas State University’s Best Food FITS! Program (which stands for Families, Infants, and Toddlers), administered through the Department of Consumer and Family Sciences.  This is a child obesity prevention project funded by a grant from the Texas Department of State Health Services, Nutrition, Physical Activity, and Obesity Prevention Program.  The committee has sampled breakfast foods prepared for families at the four demonstration community kitchens at Chapultepec Homes.  Richard Salmon, the Grants Administrator for San Marcos City Parks and Recreation Department, has informed the committee about the Community Gardens Project to be administered through Sustainable San Marcos.  The study committee is interested in locating and learning from successful school nutrition initiatives in communities similar to San Marcos.  A Resource List will be available to parents and community residents to help them locate information about childhood nutrition.
The League will continue studying this issue during this year and next and they plan to sponsor a public forum on school nutrition sometime this next spring.  The final results of the study will be brought before the League membership by next year’s Annual Meeting in May.  Upon widespread member agreement, suggestions for improvement in school nutrition will be made public. 

LWV Related Information

Texas LWV

http://lwvtexas.org 

 National LWV

http://www.lwv.org
_1382689985.unknown

