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League sponsors Constitutional amendments forum for public

The League of Women Voters will sponsor a public forum on the 10 proposed amendments to the Texas Constitution on Tuesday, October 18, at the Amarillo Downtown Library, 413 SE 4th, in the second floor meeting rooms.  Sign-in and light refreshments will begin at 6 p.m. and the program at 6:30 p.m.  All area residents are invited to attend, and there is no charge.

State Senator Kel Seliger and State Representative John Smithee will explain the amendments and the Legislature’s intent in proposing them.  Randall County Judge Ernie Houdashell will also be present to explain a ballot proposition that would create a Randall County Assistance District for the rural areas of Randall County.  If passed, the measure would mean a half-cent increase in the current 6.25-cent sales tax on goods sold in rural areas of the county and could be used for fire protection and/or economic development.

Moderator for the forum will be Susan Coleman, J.D., faculty member in the Political Science and Criminal Justice Department at West Texas A&M University and a League member.

Voters will decide the fate of the amendments on election day November 8 or during early voting October 24 through November 4.  Voters Guides, prepared by the state League of Women Voters and giving the pros and cons of each amendment, will be available at the forum.

The amendments deal with such important matters as taxes, water development, bonds, the Permanent School Fund, pardons and terms of office, said Mary Kay Wells, forum chair.  She urged voters to attend and become better informed before casting their votes.

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, works to encourage active and informed participation in government and to increase understanding of major public policy issues.  For more information, leave a message on the League phone, 372-5438.

