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Louise Daniel Women’s History luncheon to feature history of women educators

The 2nd Annual Louise Daniel Women’s History Lecture luncheon will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, August 27, in the Common Lobby of the Fine Arts Complex at Amarillo College, 22nd and Van Buren.

The event will honor the history of women public school teachers in the Panhandle and recognize Women’s Equality Day, which commemorates the ratification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution giving women the right to vote.

Guest speaker will be Rita Haecker of Austin, president of the Texas State Teachers Association (TSTA), who will describe “The Journey of Women Educators in Texas” from the early days to the present.  A teacher of bilingual first-grade students for 16 years in Austin, she has served as an officer and leader in professional education organizations on the local, state and national level. 

Janette Kelley, longtime Amarillo teacher now retired, will also present a brief look at “The Journey of Women Educators in the Panhandle,” including some of the restrictions placed on female teachers in the early years and stories from longtime teachers.   From the 1920s, when teachers were advised not to participate in dancing or card playing, to the present, public attitudes have changed, and the Panhandle now boasts seven schools or school districts with a woman as their superintendent. 
Sponsors of the luncheon are the Amarillo League of Women Voters, Amarillo Women’s Network, the American Association of University Women, Women’s Forum–Amarillo Area, the Amarillo College Foundation and the West Texas A&M University Foundation.

The event is open to the public.  Luncheon cost is $25 for adults or $15 for students, and proceeds will benefit the Louise Daniel Women’s History Lecture Fund in the Amarillo College Foundation.  Reservations should be made by Monday, August 22, by calling Jane Harlan at 355-4125 or 676-3305 or sending a check made out to the Amarillo College Foundation to Harlan at 4015 S. Lipscomb, Amarillo, TX 79110, noting that it’s for the Louise Daniel luncheon.

This year’s luncheon will be a special tribute to the memory of Louise Daniel, longtime Amarillo science teacher who devoted much of her life to students and teachers, including serving as president of the Amarillo Classroom Teachers Association and, in later years, as a member and chair of the Amarillo College Board of Regents.  The luncheon will honor her last wish, expressed before her death in 2003, to remind women of all ages of the efforts and struggles of earlier women to overcome barriers to equality, said Claudia Stravato, luncheon committee chair.

(more)
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Rita Haecker, a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin who earned a Master’s Degree from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, has served as president of the Austin Association of Bilingual Educators, as vice-president of Education Austin (formerly Austin Association of Teachers) from 1999-2008, on the TSTA Board of Directors from 2001-2005 and as the National Education Association director for Texas from 2004-2008.  Elected president of TSTA in 2008, she initiated a comprehensive plan, The Texas project, to focus on organizing and leadership development.
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