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VOTER for September 2011 

=============================================== 
  STATE REPRESENTATIVE LANHAM LYNE 
  Will discuss the 2011 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
        Wednesday, Sept. 7th at Luby's Cafeteria 
Go thru lunch line prior to the 12 noon, call to order 
=============================================== 
        Representative Lyne represented our District 69, in the 2011 Legislative Session for the 
first time following his election.  He received extensive "first timer" training, and had 
experienced lots of legislative issues during his previous 5-year service as Wichita Falls Mayor.  
Yet he found that being in the Legislature was an absolutely new experience.  He feels 
everything could have been done better, but wants to discuss with us, what actually takes place. 
        So his presentation, will explain [1] What he expected before the session began; [2] What 
he experienced during the session; and [3] How he evaluates the session in the aftermath.  (i.e. 
Before, During & After).  Rather than just giving us a litany of legislation passed (and not 
passed), he will provide us with an insight that only a freshman Representative can explain. 
        He graduated from a Dallas high school in 1972,  worked for the Dallas YMCA while 
attending college, and moved to Wichita Falls in 1978 to work for Taubert & Steed Oil 
Operators.  In 1985 he completed his higher education at MSU, receiving his BBA degree in 
finance.  Since 1988 he has been CEO of Lyne Energy Partners.  He has participated in extensive 
community service in Wichita Falls.  He also brought a professional basketball to Wichita Falls 
& MSU in the early nineties, and volunteered as the head Basketball Coach and part-time history 
teacher at Notre Dame High School during the latter 1990s. 
        Be sure to come to this important education opportunity about the Texas legislative 
process, along with your questions for Representative Lyne. 
=============================================== 
  
DUES FOR OUR CURRENT LEAGUE YEAR 
        The League Year began on July 1st.  This is our first meeting since the new year began, so 
if you have not yet paid your dues, bring them to the meeting, or mail to treasurer Lou Lechman, 
at our P.O. Box.  Dues are $55 ($75 for a couple). 
        Our Voters Guides must be paid for, and a big election season begins shortly.  So, 
contributions to assist our Voters Service efforts will be appreciated.  Besides the November 8th 
Texas Constitutional Amendments Election, 2012 will be a Big Election Year, with:  March 
Primary Elections,  May City & School Elections,   and the November General Election 
(including for President). 
        We do not charge for Voters Guides, and are completely dependent on donations to 
provide the service.  Do the best that you can. 
=============================================== 
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THE TEXAS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS ELECTION 
        Ten Proposed Amendments are on the November 8th ballot.  Some of them seem rather 
complicated, and the League of Women Voters will provide a Voters Guide with an Explanation, 
For, & Against for each one.  They should be available about a month before the election.  We 
will distribute printed versions at various sites in Wichita County, and the Guide will also be 
available on the web site for the LWV-Texas & LWV-Wichita Falls. 
=============================================== 
  
GET READY for the NEW VOTER I.D. LAW (in 2012) 
        Beginning next year, one must have an acceptable photo I.D. to become a registered voter, 
or renew one's expiring registration.  The I.D. must be current, or have expired within the last 60 
days.  Examples of acceptable photo I.D.s include:  Texas driver's license;  Texas license to carry 
a concealed weapon;  US military I.D. card;  US passport;  US citizenship papers with a 
photograph;  a Texas DPS personal identification card;  or a Texas DPS issued election 
identification certificate (a new form still under development). 
        Don't let this slip up on you, or you may not be able to vote during the 2012 election 
season. 
=============================================== 
  
LWV-Texas WATER STUDY REPORT HAS BEEN PUBLISHED. 
OUR LOCAL LEAGUE CONSENSUS MEETING, SET FOR October 22nd. 
        LWV-Texas has been studying an issue titled "Should Water be a Commodity" for the last 
year, and is now ready to have all Local Leagues recommend what the LWV-Texas program 
position should be on the issue. 
        Our Local League's meeting will be on Saturday morning, October 22nd (10 a.m.'til noon) 
at the Faith Lutheran Church, at the corner of Southwest Parkway & Professional Drive.  We will 
arrange for snacks for a "brunch meeting."  Members will consider the Consensus Questions 
posed by the LWV-Texas study committee (a copy of which questions is attached to this 
VOTER. 
        A Facts & Issues Report of 12 pages has been published by the study committee, and can 
be accessed by going to the LWV-Texas home page (www.lwvtexas.org/), scrolling down to the 
Water Study information, and clicking on the link to the Fact & Issues Report. 
        Members....put this date on your calendars, because the State League must have a 
consensus from the members of its 29 Local Leagues, before a policy position may be proposed 
to the next State Convention. 
=============================================== 
  
TWO DEATHS TO TAKE NOTE OF 
        Virginia Martin died August 7th, in Cedar Park, Texas, where she had moved to be closer 
to her children.  Virginia worked over 20 years for WFISD as a Special Education Counselor & 
Diagnostician.  She was a long-standing member of our League, until her health began to fail.  
Among her many LWV efforts, she served one term as co-President. 
        Mike Flavin died July 21st, after a long bout with Alzheimer's.  Mike was a long-time 
faculty member in the MSU Political Science Department.  He was an expert on elections.  He 
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helped the League with several special projects, and was a speaker for our monthly membership 
meetings frequently, to interpret major election results. 
=============================================== 
  
A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT. . . . . . . . MIKE PREDA 
        It is my pleasure to serve as the new LWV-WF president for the 2011-12 year.  Together 
with an excellent board, we look forward to a successful year.  My interest in non-partisanship 
and the world of politics continues as we all strive to encourage voters to participate in an all-
important civic duty.  Voting and political discussion are worthwhile endeavors.  Of course, we 
should continue to fulfill our other missions, including participation in League studies & 
consensus efforts. 
        Prior to the November 2012, presidential election, we will have four elections: 
Tuesday, November 8, 2011 --  10 Constitutional Amendment Propositions. 
Tuesday, March 6, 2012 --  Republican & Democratic Primary Elections. 
Saturday, May 12, 2012 --  Wichita Falls local elections (City Council & School Board). 
Tuesday, May 22, 2012 --  Primary Runoff Election. 
        Our League is always busy during the election season.  Certainly, we hope to encourage 
community enthusiasm during the season.  Yet, nothing is free.  So, each member should think of 
 fund raising efforts so that we can have sufficient funding for our programs, such as the Voter's 
Guide. 
        Please join me in saying:  "Support your Local League." 
  
        Sincerely, Mike Preda. 



LWV-Texas Study: Should Texas Water Be a Commodity?


Consensus Questions


1. Texas has a mandate to preserve and conserve the water of the state.  Both groundwater and oil and gas are considered the property of the landowner.  Should water continue to be regulated differently from oil and gas?  Choose one.


a)  Like oil and gas, groundwater in place is private property.  There is no reason to regulate the two differently.


b) While there are some similarities between water and oil and gas, water serves a much different function, and it should be managed for the benefit of the people and the protection of the resource.


Comment:


2. The “Rule of Capture” has been modified by the creation of groundwater conservation districts (GCD’s).  How do you feel about the following issues?  Yes or no.


a) If a water district prevents the owners of underground water from selling as much water as they want, thereby depriving them of income, the landowners should be compensated for loss of potential income.


b) Locally controlled groundwater conservation districts should have the power to


regulate groundwater use in a way that protects landowner water rights from neighboring water withdrawal and to conserve the aquifer.


c) The state should enact laws strengthening the rights and responsibilities of GCD’s in order to improve their ability to defend against lawsuits questioning those rights.


d) Groundwater should be owned and permitted by the state, as is surface water.


Comment:


3. Transfers of water from areas of surplus to areas of scarcity have been discussed.  Which of the following options would best serve Texans? Choose one or more.


a) A state agency with strong enforcement powers should regulate all water transfers to make sure that water resources are not depleted.


b) The state should allow water transfers through an exchange agency that lets price float with the market.  Buyers would determine the successful bidder, not the state.


c) There is no need for the state to regulate water transfers.  Because of the expense and distances involved, localities will solve this problem without interference from the state.


d) The state should only intervene when transfers are in dispute.


Comment:


4. What steps should be taken to ensure that future growth makes the best use of limited water resources?  Choose one or more.


a) Developers should not be allowed to build unless they are able to find enough water for the project.


b) Requiring permits would limit growth.  Market forces plus the price of water should determine what gets built.  


c) There should be mandatory public interest review of water transfers that considers potential third-party impacts and protects the environment.


d) Water moved to urban areas should not endanger the future economies of rural Texas.


Comment:


5. Should groundwater be regulated differently from surface water or should the same rules apply?  Choose one.


a) Groundwater and surface water are so interrelated that the same rules should apply.


b) Because groundwater is less quantifiable, it should be governed by a different set of regulations and different agencies.


Comment:


6. Given the limited supply and the various needs for water, how would you prioritize the following?  Rank 1-3, with 1 being the highest.


a) The needs of people, including domestic uses and utilities.


b) The needs of the economy including industry, agriculture, and mining.


c) The needs of the environment, including in-stream flows for wildlife and preservation of our natural surroundings.


Comment:


7. Texas has always suffered from periodic droughts, and this pattern will likely continue.  In addition, the population of Texas is projected to nearly double between 2000 and 2060.  What solution do you think is best to handle future water shortages? 


