LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF TEXAS
TESTIMONY
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF TEXAS
HOUSE ELECTIONS

MONDAY, APRIL 17, 2017
I am Cinde Weatherby, testifying as a member and on behalf of the League of Women Voters of Texas IN
OPPOSITION to HB 1683. We appreciate the opportunity to appear before you today. Thank you for allowing
us to share the League of Women Voters of Texas position on this bill.
We believe the use of Early Voting has wide acceptance and support across the state and limiting the days
available would be detrimental. The Secretary of State’s chart below indicates the level of those voters taking
advantage of in person early voting in a variety of counties around the state.

We are also aware of recent research that shows the reduction in days and hours of early in-person voting –
particularly for weekends -- has been seen to have a negative effect on African-American voters. This was
based upon changes in Florida, tracking behavior regarding the reduction in early voting implemented in 2011
going from 14 to 8 days. [http://earlyvoting.net/files/2013/06/Herron-Smith-Souls-to-the-Polls.pdf]
We request that you consider this and other testimony and not approve the bill to move forward.
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For additional information, please contact: Cinde Weatherby, Voting & Elections Issue Chair,
cindeweatherby@gmail.com, 512.560.1334.
The League of Women Voters of Texas (LWV-TX) is a nonpartisan citizens’ organization that has fought since 1919 to improve our
government and engage all citizens in the decisions that impact their lives. It represents more than 5,000 members and supporters in
the 25 Local Leagues throughout Texas.
The League of Women Voters never supports or opposes candidates for office or political parties. The member-driven organization of
women and men encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government and seeks to influence public policy
through education and advocacy of positions based on extensive issue study and consensus.
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