OVERVIEW OF VOTER SERVICE ACTIVITIES FOR 

NEW VOTER SERVICE CHAIRS

  Voter Service activities are an extremely important part of League work in the local community, and can be what the public appreciates most about our organization.  Please consider being proactive in the following five areas in your calendar planning this summer, in your budget, and in your monthly board meetings.  Many actions require board approval (such as Voters Guide questions and letters to candidates) or policy decisions.  A list of policy decisions to be made by the board is on page 10 of A Guide to Voters Guides for Local Leagues (LWV-TEF, 2003).   Also, your Board should review its Nonpartisanship Policy annually and update it as necessary.  This also helps new board members better understand their role. For ideas in this area please see LWVUS In League, Chpt. 2, “Political Yet, Nonpartisan.” and Chpt.11, “Voter Service/Citizen Education.”  In League is now available on the LWVUS web site. www.lwv.org
Voters Guides   Statewide candidates and issues will be covered in LWV-TEF Voters Guides, but you have the responsibility of producing Voters Guides for all local candidates including U.S. Congressional candidates, state senate and house candidates, and county, city, and school board candidates.  Please work with other Leagues that share districts with you, so candidates are not contacted by several Leagues.  A list of Leagues in each Congressional, State Senate and House district is in the League Directory and Handbook 2004-2005 and the 2005-2006 edition as well.  Each League must determine how best to publish a Voters Guide, but if it is in your means, it is well worth the effort in public relations and visibility.  See the LWV-TX publication, A Guide to Voters Guides for Local Leagues (revised Feb. 2003) for policies and instructions.

Your local Voters Guide should be posted on the web, either on your League’s website or on your League’s page on the LWV Texas website.  If you want the state office to post it for you, please send it by email to lwvtexas@lwvtexas.org as a .pdf file.   Remember to advertise the web address of your Voters Guide in your community.

DNet    Congress.org now operates the DNet election website, and their participation in the Texas Primary and local election is yet unknown.  More information will be sent later. 

Candidate Forums  This is another great PR program.  Some Leagues may be able to work with their local cable provider for taping and delayed broadcast, depending on their agreement with the cities in their area.  Some newspapers give excellent coverage.  Publicize your forum and hold it in an accessible location.  Network with other groups to co-sponsor, but be careful to control the format to ensure non-partisanship.  A comprehensive publication on ways to conduct candidate forums on the local level is planned for the fall.
Voter Registration Drives  With HAVA, Texas has new Voter Registration cards which must be used for all new registrants.  Please discard any old forms.  You may pass out cards to be mailed in by the voter, but if your League collects them to return to the County Elections or Tax Assessor’s office, all members participating in the drive must be deputized as registrars in advance.  Consider working with your high schools to register 18 year olds.  The Secretary of State’s office provides each high school senior with a Voter Registration card, but young people often need to be encouraged to register, especially if their parents do not vote.  The Secretary of State’s web site has voter registration cards that may be printed out, completed, and returned to the County Elections or Tax Assessor’s office.  Hillary Clinton’s website has a link to allow people to register or change their registration online.  Voter registration drives increase our visibility and build interest in the election.  See the LWVUS tip sheets titled “Ten Steps to a Successful Registration Drive,” and “Top Things to Remember When Running a Registration Drive” which are posted on the www.lwvtexas.org website under Member Resources.

Guides to Elected Officials  Production of a pamphlet of your local elected officials does take money, but is a valuable community service and PR tool for your League.  A publication to cover federal/state/county officials only needs to be produced every two years (they take office on January 1 of odd numbered years).  City and school boards elect some new members annually, so it would need more frequent publication.  The publications can be distributed at libraries and other public buildings, chambers of commerce, posted on your web page, and possibly put in newcomer packets.

